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To THE 


READER. 


T is ſad to conſider how many 
Profeſſed Chriſtians live in 
the Utter Neglect of the Lord's 
Supper, and how few Commu- 
nicants are careful to prepare duly, 
eat and drink worthily, and 
live nee „ 


4 great deal has Fe vritten 
| upon this Occaſion; to:which i have 
added the following Sheets, which 

1 may be allow'd, I hope, to Pub- 
liſh, ors being thought to pretend 
to am thing Extraordinary, or de- 

A 2 „ tral 
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To the Reader. 
tract from the Excellent Perfor- 


mances of others. 
N 2 

For while the Caſe requires and 
admits Help, there can be no Harm 
in making further Trials; eFpect- | 
all in thoſe Circumſtances where 
the moſt likeiy Means are not ever 
the moſt Effectual: But Succeſs 
more: efperially depends upon the Di- 
vine Bleſſing, which is not always 
given in "Regular Proportion to the 
Natural Aptitude of the Means, 
but ſometimes in a ſovereign and un- 
account able Manner, That no Fleſh. 
ſhould Glory in his Preſence. * 


However it is too plain to be 
lem d, That the different Capa- | 
citys and Reliſhes of Men make | 


To the Rand 


a Variety uſeful, if not neceſſary ; 
and that there may be a Concurrence 


| of many otherCircumſtances which 
F* give a meaner Performance, 
the Advantage with ſome People, 
as to Uſefulneſs, above others 
that. are more S pritely and Elabo- 
rate, Nay, it is no impoſſible Thing 
that a Man may Read a Book # 
ſome Foreign Conſideration, 1 ch 
ſhall be bleſſed to do Him that good 
which could never be expected from 
better Diſcourſes not known of, or 
not minded. 


pon theſe fccomnts I bave Pub- 
liſh , * Hing Papers, boping. 
they may abe uſeful to ſome, what- 
of, 1 General . 


. 
- 
” „ 
. 
— 
* 
* 
bl 
- 2 
7 
1 
F 


To the Reader: 


ry have annex d the Sermon upon 
Hearing with the ſame Deſi gn, and 
upon the ſame Reaſons ; and ſhall 
therefore detam you no li longer than 
while 1 deſire you to jo;n your Pray- 
ers with mine in recommending theſe 
Endeavours to the Ble / ſing of Him 
who alone can give the deſired 
Encreaſe. 
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CON TENTS: 


Chap. ki T he Chriſtidis convinc'd. 
bat it's hrs Duty to come to the 
Lens Table. : FA 


| Chap. II. TB. Cbriſtian refolv'd to. 
offer Himſelf to the Communion. 
n P. 7. 


Chap III. After havin: been approv'd 


65 the Miniſter, and allow d to 


Communicate. P:. II. 


Chap. IV. The Chriſtian preparing 


fo the Lord's Supper. "Po 19. 


Chap. V. The Chriſtian at the Lord's 
Table. p- 69. 


Chap. VI. The Chriſtian in his Re- 
tirements after the Lord's Sup- 


per | 1 p. 8 3. 
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2 Ohreſttan cette, tis og his! 


"Duty to come to the Lord en 


n 


W eee e of 
e., 1 Cor. 11. 


| I ſhould think it was directed only 
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Voice of my Lor es ; oY leſt 8 


J nee 8 1 as 1 25 ory! 7296 Re 


to his Twelve Diſciples, or te 


Taten ofthe Firſt Ages, St, Pant 


S{ſuresme;. that this Prdjpange 1 15 
o run Parallel with Time, and b * 
it the Church is to few forth Chriſts 

Death till he come, Conſider, O my. 
Poul! ls the Lord at hand 8. 2, Will he. 


"_ come goofy? 2: 'How ſhall Lan- 


ſwer 


— 295 
wer it in that Day that I have neg- | 
Lected ſo expreſs a Command? - A 
Command not couch'd in Ambi gu- 
ous and Uncertain Terms, but deli. = 
ver d in as Plain and Poſitive Expreſ- | 
ſions ag any in the Bible. Sure Ia 
me Drutiſh than any Man, and bade 
mot the Onder anding of 4 Man! 1 ; 
dave profeſs'd a „ Reſpect to 
the get my Redeemer, and 
a vaſt Reverence for his Laws, but 
bowunaccountably have 1 mafag dl 1 
As tho I were to Ga what Com- 
mands I would pleaſe to obey, and 
were veſted with a difpenfing Bow- 
cr, ſuperior to the Obligation of his 

1 Precepts, to whom Al : 
Flat: 28. 18. Power is given both in 
Heaven and in Eartb. 
"huſh: O my Sonl, and be afhamd 
# ſo inconfiſtem a Conduct! Ei- 
pci Chrift is thy Prince and Law- F: 
iver, or He is not. If not, pro- 
«fs thy ſelf an Infidel, and. re- 
nounce thy Baptiſm. If He be, gr 
_ obey hir in all that he wy [ 
an 


„ 


(3) 

and either believe, that he has not 

made it thy Duty to Remember 
Him, or yield a Chearful Subjecti- 
on in this, as well as other Inſtin- 
e 85 | bs 
; When He has ſaid, Do this, ei- 
ther He does not mean what He 
ſays, or does not ſpeak to thee; or 
elſe thy Diſobedience is at once in- 
excuſable and una ccountable. 
Can the Words be wreſted? Is 
any Sophiſtry capable of conteſting 
their Senſe 2 What can Do #hir, ſig- 
+ nity leſs than a Poſitive Command? 
Or, how can the Will of my Prince 
be ever ſignify'd, ſo as to oblige 
me, if ſo plain Terms are by ang 
Cavil to be eluded? _ "NE: 

But does He ſpeak to me? If Þ 
were a true Diſciple, I were indeed 
within the Compaſs of the Law, 
and muſt be either a Communicant 
or a Rebel. $1, 1.0 een 
3 Conſider, O my Soul, and don't 
,Fraſhly daſh thy Hopes to efcape thy 
Duty. Tis true, 1 am not fuch a 
1| 8 2. Chri- 


(47 
| Chriſtian as I ſhould be: But am 1 
i= willing to have my Name miſſing 
in the Book of Life? Can I be con- 
tent to refign my Birth-right, and 
own that I have neither Lot nor 
Portion in the Son of God? Would 
| I be paſs'd by, when the 
Pl. 87. 6 Tore: ſhall count, and 
l write up the People? Et- 
- er I am a Chriſtian, or 1 am not: 
If Jam, This Command ment is for 
ae If I am not, what am 12 A 
Child of Wrath, and a Subject of 
the Devil? And is ſuch a Condition 
tolerable? Let me give up my (elf 
to Chriſt immediately: Make no 
tarrying, O my Soul, leſt the &ven- 
ger of Blood overtake thee; and 
leſt if thou trifle to Day, thou be 
loſt to Morrow. If Ihave been but 
almoſt perſwaded to be a" Chriſtian hi- 
therto, its high Time that I make 
an abſolute, unreſerved Surrender of 
my ſelf to Chriſt preſently, with-⸗ 
out any farther Delay; and then 
let what Lhave done here! in _— f 
e 5 
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cs) 
be publickly own'd and avouch'd 
at he Lord's Table. 
And now, Lord, AH my Deſer re 
is before thee': I am colivints of 
my Duty, and dare no longer dif- 
obey. Oh forgive me, "that F 
way rebelPd ſo long! [ have been 
invited to thy Table. and fooliſh- 
ly neglected many an Opportu- 
nity of ſtrengthening and refreſh- 


manded toattend in Remembranc. 
of Him who deſerves never to be 
forgotten, and by my Neglect have 
at once pour d Contempt upon thy 
Authority, and ſlighted his Love 
who loved me, and ; gere Himſelf for 
me. 
el bleſs thee, that I am in ſome 
Meaſure ſenſible of my Error, and 
am come to a Reſolution, that I 
will have Reſpect to this, as well 
as other Commands. The Time 
paſt ſhall ſuffice me to have lived 
in the Omiſſion of ſo plain a Du- 
ty, and the Neglect of ſo glorious: 
| B 3 1 


2 SD EO 0s 


N „„ 


ing my Soul. I have been com- 


869 


* a Priviledge. Oh! keep it upon the 


K * 


* 


4 


4 


+ 


Irragination of my Heart for ever, 
and let me be confirm'd in thoſe 


good Purpoſes, which thy own 
Spirit has led mie to form, and no 
leſs Power than His can help me 


to keep! 
J am indeed unworthy, but 
acknowledge the Inſufficiency of 


tat Plea, againſt a Poſitive Com- 
mand. I am unworthy, but muſt 


not therefore refuſe thy Kindneſs, 


1 hope am in Chriſt, tho' the 
e Soul that relates to Him, 
and therefore cannot any longer 4 
want an Ordinance; in the Uſe * 


of which, I hope 10 grow in Grace, 
ard in the K nowledge of my Lord. 


Or, if I have hitherto deceiv'd : 


my (elf, and walk'd in a vain Shew, 
I now deſire to accept the Gol! pel- 


Offer, to own my Baptiſmal Co- 
venant, to avouch Thee, O Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit, to be y 
God, my All, my Everlaſting Por- 
tion, Upon, amy bendedGKnees ti 
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Fa. 1 
©. 
—— 


declare in the Preſence of thy 
People, begging with ſome Hope 


Way, 
Comfort in the Iſſue, thro' the 
MNerits and Mediation of my Lord 
and Saviour, Jeſus . Amen. 


07) 


now aceept an Offer'd Saviour, 
and call Heaven and Eartit to 
witneſs, that as far as I can judge, 


Jam ſincere. And this I world 


and Confidence, that I may be ac- 
cepted now, and found in the 


0 Number of the Faithful at last. 


O direct me in all the Steps I 
am to take; and let me fee my 
and follow it, and have 


6 m ä — — 
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CHAP. | 1 


The Chriſtian reſolu'd fo offer Him- 
ſelf to the Communion. 


OW, O my Soul, thou haſt. 
| opened thy Mouth tothe Lord, 

and canſt not go back . Thy next 
Duty is. to apply thy ſelf to the 
B 4 Ni- 


85) | 
Loire. b Mitiifter; who is the ew | 
cn. Carol of theſe Myſteries, that 
0204, 082 ihe judge thee meet; he 
| may admit thee to the Holy Soleni- 2 
ty Let me hot be foolifhly-baſli- 
-tuf. much "Jeſs act the Hypocrite; 
but vfe the utmoſt Frankneſs with | 


my. Spititnal Guide : That he may 


ol Able to paſs the better qudgment 
upon my Caſe, let: me fate it fairly 5 Þ 
"neither pretend to what 1 have not 5 


received, nor deny what I have. 


"Tbs - would be Baſe Ingratitude; 5 
Fat Impious Morkery. Freely o- 
| pon thy Breaſt; arid unboſomꝭ thy 
Soul: Tell him thy Deſires, and 
their Motives; Confeſs thy Fears, 6. 
Doubts and Jealoſtes, deg his Pray- 
ers and Ra his, Judgment. 
Tf he honld think th ce. Uufit, ben't 
provok'd nor diſcourag "A, but take 
$ Counſel. and Wait with Patience, 
til he judge thee ſofficiently in- 
ſtrüctéd hnd Holy qualify'd.” If he 
expfels: his Satisfaction, don't di- 
fraſt him, but believe him a more: 
Ca- 


capable Judge of thy Caſe than 
thou art thy ſelf, Not that thou 
2 ſhouldſt eſteem him infallible ; It's 
his Maſter's Province to fearch 
Hearts: But ſure his Judgment de- 
ſerves the ſame Regard as a Phy- 
2 fictan's about thy Body, or a Law- 
yer's concerning thy Eſtate. Be 
faithful in the Account of thy ſelf, 
and doubt not but he' I be faithful 
in delivering his Opinion. And 
with his Faithfulneſs thou mayſt ex- 
pect Fendernefs, Conde ſcenſion and 
Compaſſion, in Imitation of the Chief 
Shepherd, who is mer 
and lomly in Hari; who Mat. 17 29 
will not quench the ſaroaſ c- | 
Ine Flax, nor break the bruifed. Reed. 
Ohl that God who has convincd 
me of my Duty, and bronght me 
to a Reſolution, Would hetp me to 
; © be: open and ſmcere. Let memot 
go about to impoſe upon thy Mi- 
niſter z which would-be juſtly in- 
terpreted as an Attempt tovim- 
poſe upon my Lord himſelf, 
8 B 5 * whoſe” 
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(ro) 
N wboſe Eyes are as a Flame o 


O give me Freedom, that I may 


. 4 


2 


* _ 


* ples. Give me a teachable Diſ- 
9 that I may not deſpiſe 
Inſtruction. Help me to remem- 
18 ber the Relation, in which theſe 
Under Shepherds ſtand 

1. Pet. 2. 23. to the Great Shepherd 

* and Biſhop of Souls. 

© Let me not deſpiſe his Judg: 
ment of my Caſe, nor yet lay too 
great a Streſs upon it, remem- 


ON: < bring: that Miniſters may accept 
26 where God may re ject, and admit 


thoſe to the Sacrament, as qualify d 
ir Communion with the Church, 
-:*:who yet fhall be found unworthy: 
Receivers, as not having a Wed- 
We ar ment. : Oh, 


Fire; 
Vvho cant be deceived, as Enomimg 
8 what is in Mer 5 and will not be 9 
ul d. 28 being a TFealons God. a 


utter hat I have felt. Give me 4 
Humility, that I mayn't be aſha- 
med to diſcover thoſe Follies and 
_ | ImperieQions that may be at the 
Bottom of my Doubts and Scru- | 


2 . 


A 
Oh direct thy Servant, that he J | 
may deal .prudently and tenderly, 1 
; and yer withal, eee 
* him io duly ppriz d of my Caſe, 
and paſs bl verdict a8 the 
"NE: Joo will . 


3 4 r 
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CHAP. UI. 


After An een p By 22 5 
Miniſter, and e to cn. 


uni cate. 


g Nr chanbfol Omy Soul, der 


God has Teard 1 the Voice of 
# thy supplication! His Miniſter has 
; dealt tenderly and faithfully with 


thee, has encourag'd thy Deſign, 
promis d the Aſſiſtance of his, Pray- 
ers, given thee Inſtruction, and'ſui-- 


table Advice, and nothing more re-- 
mains, but thy Actual! Preparation 


| for that Holy Ordinance. 


But, O ſee to it, that thy Heart” 
be right: Tis a+ deceitful Heart 
thou haſt to manage: Look to thy. 


ſelf,. _ 


(15 5 


1 1 * i 0 1 1155 pod eli be not as the | 
Morning Cloud, and early Dem, that 
ſhon WY away.” Renzwbe⸗ the 


q arning t "Miniſter ave thee, 

Mat thou Tho 1 or act in ſuch 2 

Caſe withontTeridns Thought, and 

mature Deliberation, leſt raſh En- 

e ſhould iflue in broken 
ows, and curſed: Apoſtacy. 


BS Yer - ONT 0, EE Er YG 


PLP 0: ks. heed, O- my Soul, that | 
5 another--Inſtince to confirm 
the Truth of that Aw ful Obſerya- 
tion, ,of.which he told me weeping, | 
That many Hot Profeſſors have 
divindled. into Luke- warm Chriſti- | 
Ans, And ſometimes fell 1215 91 5 


into o oh e Gulf of Profaneneſs an 


Tnfidelity. ' Tremble tothink if this ; 
Tthould be thy (ad Caſe, and let V 


Te car quicken > hy" Ap plſcation, F. 


thou mayſt not end in the Fleſh, 

after having begun in the. Spirit. 
Yet let me not be difechrag'd. 
'Tis indeed ea great Thing to be 2 
Chriſtian ;\ but great is the Grace 
20 Mercy of God," Great is the: 
Merit, 


: 043 90 3 
| Merit, and Prevalent the Theejeeh: 
fion of my Redeemer, who has 
pray'd fot his. Diſci- :!: 
| Ples, that their Faith Luk, 22. 32. 
4 | fr not. "Great is the 
ower. of the Holy Obo. Who: can 
preſerve my \Gfates: ſubdue my 
Corruptions, help me Crucify the 
World, and reſiſt and vanquiſh' the 
Devil. * Never forget the Encou- 
ragement he gave me to hope, that 
if my Heart don't reproach me, as 
ating deceitfully in my Profeſſions 
and Engagements; and if I will 
| keep .cloſe to God in the Way of 
his Appointments, I need not Kor 
bein accepted of him now, and 
hai the good Work begun, car- 
| WIE on to 22 Day of. Teſts. 
But, O my Soul,” ſee to it; and 
| again, 1 fay, ſee to it, that thou do 
with, full: Purpoſe of Heart cleave o 
| 7c Lad That thy preſent Devo- 
tion don't prove a ſudden Flaſh, 
but having ſet thy Hand to the 
J Hlougb, dow't think of looking bach. 


1 Re- 


(14) 


Remember that awful Text, L had 


| been better for 3 voi 


2 Pet. 2. 27. to have known the Way © 
of Righteouſneſs, thay 


| after they have Enown it, fo turn from 


the Holy Command ment. Let this 
be 2 Spur to thy Diligence; 


Word 
but not re vive thy Scruples, It 


5 
5 
a | 

* 


9 
W 
: 
1 
| 


were better never to communicate, 


than afterwards to Apoſtatize. 
But will this be a Plea: for thy 


Diſobedience? Confider, O my 
Soul, at this Rate, thou ſhouldſt 
never have been Baptiz'd, never 


call'd thy felf a Chriſtian, never 
joyn d thy felt to a worſhipping 


Aſſembly, never heard a Sermon, or 
put up a Prayer, never given an 
Alms, or perform'd a Duty of any 
Sort, ſeeing all'theſe will aggravate. 
thy Miſery, if thou prove a Hypo- 


crite, or Apoſtate, at laſt. 


Chriſt, hold on thy Way:: Don't 


decline thy Lord's Table, but pre- 


pare for it, that being a. worthy 
Com- 


Therefore in the Strength of 


(15) 
* Communicant here, thou mayſt at 
laſt be a Partaker af the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light. A 
Attempt. all this in a better 
Strength than thy own; ever re- 
membring, that of thy ſelf thou 
: canft do nothing, and that God's 
Grace is at once neceſſary and ſuf- 
- ficient for thee: = : 
Now, O my God, I adore and 
* praiſe Thee, that I have been en- 
* abled to open my. Caſe to thy 
* Miniſters, and that thou haſt in- 
© clin'd his Heart kindly to encou- 
rage me, wiſely to inſtruct me, and 
* faithfully. to warn me. O may 
' © thy good Spirit make his Endea- 
> *© dours effectual, that I may receive 


Inſtruction and take Warning, I 
 am-fenfible of the Treachery and 
Baſeneſs of my own Heart, but I 
am alſo acquainted with thy Pow- - 
er, and Mercy, and Faithfulneſs, 
Oh let me not raſhly take up a 
Profeſſion which I ſhall as haſtily 
* abandon,, or never live vp to, 


Hel p 


. Ll - pg» 


(169) 
+ Help me to underſtand the En- 
gagements 1 am going under, that 


prove a Footiſh Builder : Help me 


*Difadvantages that attend Reli- 
gion, and the Troubles it may ex- 
poſe me to. May ſeriouſly con- 
ſider, that I muſt deny my ſelf, 
„and take up my Croſs, and follow 

"= © Chriſt, if | would be his Diſciple. 


move me from my Reſolution. 
O give me ſuch near and affecting 
* Views of the Glory that is to "a 


= 


0 


fiery Tndionation which awaits the 


* 


ment before me, to impreſs me 
with a Senfe of the Worth 6f my 


? World, that may be fully deter- 
mined to accept aChriſt, and adhere 
to him with all his Difad vantages; 


to Conſider the Difficulties and 


* Yet let none of theſe Things 


reveal'd; and of that Wrath and 


 Ungodly : So ſet Death and Jadg- | 


Soul, and the Emptineſs of this 


- that 1 Toy count al 


255 


I may count: the Coſt, and not 


Ss De e 


A 


(7 FE 
* the Excellency of the Knowledge of 


Him. And, O may this be my 


unalterable peifwaſioni Let me 


aever turn aſide, nor go 2 Who- 
ring from Thee. Oh let me not 
7* wander fromthy Commandments! 
? © Let me never, like an ungracious 
Prodigal, forſake my Father's 
3 D Houſe, or count hrs Meat conteap- 


fille. O never let me deny, or 
* forget that Jeſus, whom I am fo 


ſolemnly to remember aud avouch 
for my Lord and my God. Let 


the uae Devib nevei re-enter, 
* and" take Poſſeſſion of this Soul, 
© which: I Conſecrate as a. Teaple, 
* fo the Hely hoſt, I am full of 


Fears, 10 have Reaſon to be 


© Jealous of my ſelf, but yet Iam 
not void of Hope; nor have 
any Reaſon to diſtruſt my God. 


[ Thy Grace is ſufficient for me. O 
for thy Names ſake, lead me and 


* errde me Put thy Fear into my 

' Heart} that I may never depart from 

E © Thee. | 
And, 


1285 „ 
And, O let not the Deceitfulneſs 
of my own Heart, the Incumbran- 
ces of the World, or the Sollici- 
+ tations of the Devil, put me by 
the Defign I have form'd of at- 
* 'tending at thy Table: May a 
Senſe of Duty outweigh a Thou- 
*-fand . Excuſes; and Hopes of 
* Gractous Aſſiſtance, and mercifu} 
Acceptance, ſilence all my Fears. 
et let me not come unworthi- 
* Iy: May 1 never eat and drink. 
* Judgment 10 my ſelf. Deliver me 
from the dreadful | Guilt of Ca- 
© cifjing afreſh, and putting to open 
* Shame, Him whom 1 think my 
Soul loves, and I deſire to remem- 
ber, avouch and honour. Keep 
* me from the great Unhappineſs 
of being poiſon'd by the Richeft 
Food, and Higheſt Cordial; of 
coming for a Bleſſing, and carry- 4 
* ing” away a Curſe, Amen, for 4 
Jeſus Sake. 4 
5 C HAP. 
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C HAP. IV. 
The Chriſtian rer for the Lord's 
Supper. 


SECT. 1. 


Onſider, O my Soul, the Day 
is near, in which [ am to ap- 
per at the Table of my Lord! It 
concerns me to prepare, that I may 
be a welcome Gneſt, and a wor- 


—— 


thy Receiver. To prepare / Tho 


the Expreſſion be ſhort, its compre- 
henſive; and 1 ſhall find it implies 
more Work than can be crouded 


into a little Time, or done with a 


little Pains, Let me therefore re- 
deem ſome Time from my Buft- 
ieſs, at feaſt from my Pleaſures, 

before the Week be far advanc'd; 
that unforeſeen Occurrences may "nt 
deprive me of an Opportunity to 
dreis my Soul for the Glorious So- 
lemnity, and put me upon the un- 
hapy Plunge of miſſing the Feaſt, 
or wanting the Wedding-Garment. 
And, 


( 20) 9 
And, O my Soul, exert thy ſelf, [ 
Tet all thy Polvers'be n pon the 
Stretch. What thor ede, to do, do 
it with all thy Mightithat thou an 
not ridiculouſly. trifle away that i 
Time, which thou ſeemeſt conſci- 
entiouſſ to redeem. | 
See to it, that in thy Retirements Þ 
tho: be really alone; that the 
World don't: follow thee into thy 
Cloſet; or thy Thoughts fly abroad 
into the World, and leave a Heart- 
leſs Carcaſs to entertain thy God. 
If thy Mind ben't fix'd upon. the 
Work: before thee, thy Retirements 
will be but ſolemn fdieneſs: Or if 1 
the World be admitted to put thee 
by thy Duty, the Cloſet will be but 
a more Private Compting-Houſe, © © 
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SECT. ii. 


Xx "CCC IEES” 


E T me now, O my Soul, pre- 
pare for my b re parations. Let 

me lay down the Plen of my De- 
ſign, | 


c 51 J 

Wen, that I may not be-at a Loſs 
how to manage, but may go regu- 
larly on without that Confuſion of 
Thought which will leſſen the Plea- 
fore and Profit of my Work. 

There appears to be ſeveral Bran 
1 ches of that Buſineſs, which is call- 
1 ed by the General Name of Prepa- 
ration. But before I enter upon 
Paꝛrticulars, I would firſt be deeply 
Leodeled of the Neceſſity of the Du- 
1 19 in General; which wil quicken 
me to the greater Care and Seriouſ- 
I nefs 1 in a Buſineſs that o wel] de- 
1 ferv es it. l 
L To this End conſider cloſely, that 
an nnprepar'd Communicant muſt 
2 neccilarily be an unworthy one. 
And the Danger of eating and drink- 
ing un worthily i 18 repreſented by St. 
Paul in very Awful Terms; ſuch a 
one eats and drinks Damnation to 
3 himſelf! 
* Damnation! Tremble, O my 
Soul, at the Diſmal Thought: Sure 
it ſhould ſtrike a Chilneſs into my 


Blood, 
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Blood, and a Horror into my Spirit! 
Can any Tongue expreſs, can any 
Mind conceive the direfſᷣ Contents of 
that Expreſſion? However interpre- 
ters may ſoften it, the Threatning can 
never be diſarm'd : The Thunder of 
it muſt needs put a tender Spirit into 
Convulſions and Agonies, at leaſt 
affect him to a very high Degree. 
. To eat and drink Judgment to ones * 
ſelf can ſignify no leſs than falling 
under the Diſpleaſure of the Living 
God. And who knows what it is to 
be the Object of his angry Reſent- 
ments, in whoſe Favour is Life, and 
whoſe Wrath is worſe than Death? 
If I eat and drink unworthily, the 
 leaftl can expect is Temporalstrokes; 
I am in Danger of Spiritual ones, 
and deſerve Eternal Vengeance. In- 
deed there is Forgiveneſs with God; 
but ſhall I fin becauſe Grace abounds? 7 
At that Rate, I may venture in De- 
fiance of that Word, Whoremongers | 
and Adulterers God will Judge, &c. 
or commit the worſt of Villanies, 8 
| | becauſe | 


5 62x) 
1 canſe God is good, and \plenicons's in 
Mercy. 
Nor yet ſhall this Thought 1 

me from my Duty; for upon the 
Fame. Principle I muſt: abſtain from 
Hearing, ' becauſe that will aggra- 
vate my Condemnation if l am found 
diſobedient. The Prayer of the wich- 
ed is an Abomiration: Lea, the 
4 Plonghing of the Wicked, is Sin z 5 and 
2 ſhall I therefore forſake the Publick 
7 Worſhip of God, or neglect the 
7 Bufineſs of my particular Calling? 
But, O'my:Soul, let this Thought 
1 affect thee, fo as to quicken thy En- 
deavours, that thou mayſt be ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Table, as a 
worthy Receiver, and return rejoy- 
eing in the God of thy Salvation. 
Let the Hopes of this 2 Life into 
thy Attempts. Think, and think 
again, how vaſt will be the Advan- 
; tage of worthy Receiving. What 
Words can expreſs the Blelled Con- 
ſequences of a Regular Attendance 
at the Lord's Table? 


* 
© - _—_ , 


C0 
may expect to have my Faith! 
weng ae! by the Repreſentation 
of my Lord's Sufferings; I may hope 
to have my Lode to him enflam'd by. 
the Remembrance Of his expenſive: 
Love to me; my Reſolntions, con- 
firm'd; my Mind more Spiritual 
iz d, and my wbole Converſation: 
made more Regular. I may meet. 
with ſweet Peace, and ſtrong Conſo- 
N N perhaps with Raptu- 
oy 5 : rous Joy, Joy unſpeakta.' T 
1 Pet. 7. 8. _ ble and full of Glory, 
70 t. Something that :ſhall | 
prove 4 ; Chrdial undet the future 
Troubles of Life, and in the Aga-; | 
nies of Death too. I may there 
meet with Him whom my Soul loves, 
and have ſuch Tokens ot his Love 
as ſhall in the Remembrance JP 
a Continual Feaſt. 7 
But however, if I am ſin ncere, 1 
ſhall not be wholly diſappointed : 
My Labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord. hall get real Good, it not 
ſenſible; if not preſent, yet certain. 
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I. call reap: what 1 ſow, tho' it he 
long firſt. The Harveſt will be ſure 

Itho late; and then I ſhall have an 

gabundant Recompence for all the 

Fatigue of the Seed- Time. 

Come then, O my Soul, up and 

be doing, ; 3 ſpare no Pains in a Mat- 

ter that deſerves the utmoſt Dili- 

Igence, and will well reward it: 

And that thou mayſt not do this im- 

portant Work negligently, lift up thy 

Heart to the Father of Spirits, with- 

out whoſe gracious Influences thou 

Fanſt do nothing. 

3 © O my God, the Preparation of 

* the Heart of. Men is from thee. 

This I defire to be ſo ſenſible of, 

as to beg with the utmoſt Earneſt- 

neſs that I may be enabled to pre- 
pare my ſelf ſaitably to ſo ſolemn 
an Ordinance. : 
Oh impreſs me with an awful 
Senſe of the Danger of receiving 
unworthily ! that I may not dare 
to trifle with Thee, the Holy and 
Kralow God. Make me duly to 
C e e 


(260 | ; 
*© conſider the inexpreſſible Advan- 
* tage of worthy Receiving; that! 

may not at once ſin againſt Thee, 
* and wrong my own Soul, by a2 

* negligent Behaviour. Dire& me 
in every Step I am to takes En. ; 
lighten my Mind, Enlarge mn 1 
© Heart, raĩſe my Aﬀe&ions,Keep off [ 
© the Tempter, keep down my Cor- 
" „ ruptions;, and ſo help me In the 

5 whole of m Duty, that L may 
„have this Token for good, that 
© thou deſigneſt to meet me and blefs 
me at that Holy S6femnity! It's a 

great Thing to be duly prepar'd ; ö 
but Thy Grace in ſuffitient for nr. 
* es thy Strength bt nude per fo in 
© my Weakneſs, and tlie Praiſe tall 3 I 

2 be thine own.- i 


—_— 


STCT. Ul. 


ET a Man examine himſelf, and 
ſo let him eat, ſays the Inſpir'dJ' 
Apoſtle: Come then, O my Soul, 


call thy ſelf to an Account, 0 holy 
| tao 
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{ thou art in any Meaſure that which 
God expects every Worthy Com- 
municant ſhould be. 


Have I Knowledge to diſcern the 


Lord's Body? Am i appriz'd of the 
Nature wan End of this Ordinante? 
Has not the Miniſter beſtow'd' por 
3 ze Labour in vain, when he N 
ed theſe Myſteries to me? Has what 
I have read and heard about this 
Matter, given me a tolerable Nott- 
on of it? 1 know, a Man may have 


Knowledge enough, and yet eat and 
drink unworthily; but yet without 


ſome good Meaſure of Underſtand- 


ing, he can't be an acceptable Com- | 


4 munic ant. 


Do 1 therefore underſtand 4 ; 


Nature of the Goſpel Covenant, the 
Covenant of Grace, of which the 
Sacraments are Seals? 

Z Dolknow how the fitſt Covenant 
was broken, into what a ſad condi- 
tion the Fall of our Firſt Parents 
Abrought their wretched Offspring? 
How it 0 {ed God in Infinite Mercy 


C 2 to 


(28) 

to enter into a New Covenant, thro? ” 
a. Redeemer, in which. he has provi- * 
ded for his own Honour and our 
Happineſs? Do underſtand who is 

the Mediator, what the Bleſſings, nd 

what the Terms of this —— 2 

Do [ underſtand the Relation that 
chis Sacrament bears to that Cove- 
nant? That it's inſtituted by the 
Mediator, . to whom 41. 
Mat. 28. 18. Power is given, both in 
Heaven aud Earth, That 
its deſigned to. repreſent the Bleflings | 
He has purchas'd with the Manner * 
in which they were procur'd and 
are applyd: That I am at the 
Lord's Table to ſhew for 2 his Death? 
That the broken Bread repreſents his 
Body, which was broken for us, and 
the Wine his precious Blood, which 1 
was ſhed for us. Our eating that 
Bread, and drinking that Cup, ſignifys 
that Fiducial Feeding upon him,who | 
is that (and more) to our Souls, that 
Bread, the Staff o of Life, and Wine q 
that chears the Heart | is to our Bode 
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Do I underſtand how it Seals tlie 
Covenant to every worthy Receiver? 
2 How hereby God obliges himſelf to 
be their God, to pardon their Sins, 
ſanctify their Souls, and at laſt bring 
em to Eternal Happineſs and Glory. 
Ho herein they engage themſelves 
to Him, thankfully accepting what 
he offers, and chearfully comply- _ 
ing with what he demands. That 
herein we open our Mouths to God, 
and ſwear, that we will be his, in 
the Bonds of an Everlaſting Cove- 
nannt, that ſhall not be forgotten; 
accepting him, and reſigning our 
He | 
Do I know of what Advantage : 
this Ordinance is to every Worthy 
Communicant? How it is deſign'd 
to confirm their Faith, to enflame 


their Love, purify their Conſcien- 


2 ces; and comfort their Souls. 

3 Dol underſtand how it produces 
theſe Effects? not in a Natural Way, 
nor meerly in a Moral One, but by 
the Powerful Influences of the Spi- 

C 3 rit 
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rit, dif] lifpenſed, and to be expeted i 
in a Devout Attendance upon the 
Appointments of Infinite Wiſdom | 
and Goodneſs? Let me put to my 


own Soul that Queſtion which my 
Saviour put to his Diſciples, Hat 
#hou underflood all theſe Things 2 F 

I muſt confeſs, my 1 4 
.ons of theſe Things are too dark 
and confus d; but I dare not deny 
the Grace of God, who has given 
me ſome Acquaintance with theſe | 4 
Ay tal Muftawes Ard F tome F de | 
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:defire to improve in Knowledge, 4 
and am willing to receive In- q 
ſtruction. 3 
And O tfiat Ood would teack I 
me what 1 yet know not, and 
lead me farther into the Know- 
edge of all neceſſary Truth! Oh 
* ithat he would fhew ue 
Pal 25. * his (Covenant; and help 
2 me to grow in Grace, and 
2 OO: et in the Knowledge of ry | 
8 9 Love and Saviour Jeſus 
” cin! That he would reveal to 


me, 


x 


me, by his Spirit, thoſe deep Things 
of God, which the Na- 

®* tural Manreceiveth not, 1 Cor. 2. 

5 F becanſe they are Spiritu- | 5 


fe, 


2 <© ally diſeernd.., O Fa- Eph, 3. 


ther of Lights, who gi- - 
2 © -veft Wiſdom liberally and upbraideſt 
not, make me to know the Love 

© of Chriſt, which paſſeth K nowledge, : 
d and. help me to comprehend with all 
Sainte, the Breadth and Length,and 
Depth, and Height of it. Amen. 
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2? F Onder, O my Soul, that meer 


Knowledge is not a ſufficient 
Qaalification for the Holy Commu- 
nion. If I have Knowledge to 
diſcern the Lord's Body, and want 

Faith to feed upon him, I ſhalt 

return from his Table diſappointed 
and aſham d. My Ble ſſed Lord has 
Blood, I have no Life in 
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we. Now this I know muſt be vy 
Faith, not after à Corporal and i 
Carnal Manner: Let me therefore} 
put that Queſtion to my Soul, | 
which: my Saviour put to his Biß 
eiples; Hbere ir thy Faith? Do 19 
beldeve in an unſeen jeſus? Can my 
Soul make her Applications to him, 
and derive from bis Fulreſs, even 
FHrace for Grace? Am F in- any | 
Meaſure acquainted with this My- 
ſtery > And can I underſtand by any 
Experience of my own, what the 
Apoſtle meant, when he 
Gal. 2. 20. fad live; yet not 1, but 
Chriſt lieh 3, in me? What 
ſhould He do at a Royal Feaſt; that 
cannot taſt of the Proviſion?\ Ami I | 
therefore taught of God to believe 
iR fenen 
eee Sete. zely 7 mine 
, Unrbelief' I hope I have aſted 
*: that the Lord is gracious. I can 
remember when I have ſat under 
© his Shadow” with great Delight, and 
« his Fruit has been ſweet unto''my 


. * Taft. 
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It. My Soul 15 | fllow'd hard 
* after 1 and I have Reaſon to 
remember his Love more than Wine. 
But alas! I have too much Occa- 
7 © fon for that Prayer, Lord eucreaſe 
1 Faith! Without Controverſy, 
Gre at is the M [yſtery of Gedlineſe: 
and I am too often apt to ſtumble 
at the Croſs. My Temptations to 
7 © Utibelief often find me much ſor- 
' rowful Employment; and at beſt 
my Faith is but weak and languid. 
O mp God, Per felt that which is 
lacking i in my Faith; and when F 
1 find its Strength, I mall not doubt 
its Reality - PPT 


\ 
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8 V. 


muſtalſo enquire concerning my 
Repentance. An Impenitent 
Communicant I know muſt be an 
unworthy one. That Jam a Sinner, 
is a Matter paſt Queſtion, and that 
as ſuch I am expos d te the Diſplea- 
GC 5: ſure: 
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fure of God; ſo that if he front | 1 
enter into Judgment with me, Fi 
could not ſtand, is what 1 Know 
and believe. Vea, that the leaft 
Sin Jever committed deferves the 
Wrath and Curſe of God, bath in 
this World, and that which is to 
come. But all this is general and 7 
£ommon: ; let me therefore, O my 
Soul, preſs the" Matter cloſe” and a 
Nome. And, 


Firſt, Have I laid theſe Things 
to Hlearg? Have my Convictions 
2 affecting? Have I not only | 
— but felt theſe Things? Have 
been weary and heavy laden under” 

a Senſe of Sin? Have? [ groan'd and | 
trembFd under the Apprehenſion of 
God's Diſpleaſure? Has Deſtruction 
from the Lord been à Terror to me? 
Has my fleſh trembled for fear of 
Him, and have JI been afraid of 
his Fndgment s. 2 Yea, haveiÞbeen 


_aſham'd of Sin, as a nauſeous, Joath-| | 
for, filthy Thing, 85 contrary tothe 
Na- 


Joyn Happineſs too ; which conſiſts 
in Conformity to God, and Enjoy- 
ment of him? Has we Remem- 
2 brance of my Sin fill'd my Heart 
with Grief, and my Face. with 
Shame? Eſpecially Syphgering how 
© it has been committed againſt a God 
Jof Infinite Love and Goodneſs? 
Does this Thought Save a;Peculiar” 

Accent to my Grief, that I have 
ſinn'd againſt a Bleeding, Dying 
Jeſus, and a forbearing and forgiving. 
Ood '? And does the Apprehenſion 
of pardoning Mercy, thro' a Re- 

deemer, promote in me the moſt 
kindly ,Relentings 2 according to 
that, Ezek. 16. 63. 


* 


In the next Place; Have I been 
influenc d by theſe Convictiors to 
take up a Hearty and Sincere Re- 

Vlution of better Obedience > Do 
Hate ever y faiſe Way 5 and have 1 
a Keſped to all God's Command 
ens? Oh ! let me remember, that 
nothing. 


| (36 Y , 
nothing is Repentance that conſiſts 
with an Habitual Love to any Sin, 
Or an allowed Averſion to any In- 
ſtance of Duty, or Branch of Holi- 
veſs? Is my Heart and! Life chang d: 5 [ 
He that is tlie ſame after Repen- 
tance as he was before, can never 4 
be accounted à true penitent: 4 
O my Conſcience” be faithful: 
Have I put off the Old Mar with his 
Luſts, and put on the New Mau, 
which after God it created in Righ. 
teouſneſs and true Holineſi? ? 
I hope it is thus with me, in ſome! 
Meafure, that tho Loffend in many 
Things, T allow my ſelf in nothing, 
that Cod in his Word diſallows. 
But alas! my Repentance is far ſort? 
of what I know it. ſhou'd be, and} 
wiſh it were. 8 
Oh that He, whoſe Gift Re. 
pentance (as well as Faith) is, 
would carry on the Work which 
*Ttroft; is begun! Lord, open my 
. Eves, that T may fee more of the 


"Evil. f. Sin. Strike this Heart 
* this 


#6:7-W 5 
- this Rock, that it may more freely 
bleed at the Remembrance of my 
paſt Follies: Confirm my Reſolu- 
tions, that, I may have nothing 
norè to do with Idols ; but may be 


fledfaſt and insb, and always 


6! 
C 


abounding in the Work of the Lord. 
* e . . 
* Search me and Fry me, and ſee 4 

there be any wicked Way in me, and 


ne oy. 231} „an | RAS COT HOSE 
Lead me in the, N. 9 Everla ſting, 8 
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SEC T. VI. 


F Muſt alſo Examine my ſelf + 


| concerning my Love, an Eſſen- 
tial and comprehenſive Grace. If 


D& 


I don't fincerely love the Maſter of ö 


the Bleſſed Feaſt, and all the Re- 
gular Gueſts, I can't be welcome. 


Come then, O my Soul, is thy 


Heart cirrumciſed to love 


the Lord thy God with Deut. 36. B. 


all thy Soul? Ibis 1s the Firſt and. 
Great Commandment, Canſt thou 
truly 


tru): ſay, e is towards 
Ali, as thy- De eight in him? Date | 
Ny thou love not in . 

Ohe 18. and in Tongue, but. 
GOTO NT __— fend e Vas | 
He the e Prehe Ehe in thy hee 1 
TOR ft thou tay, Whom © 
rar. 35 25. ds 1 mn Heaven but © 
| 1 Gd He Is AYP . 
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a 5.9 Te, ut Toh be th | 
12.1 Excellency of ,the Kur- 

ledes of Chriſt Jeſus my: Lords. | 

Is thy Love to him a Rational | 
Love, the Effect of ſerious Thought, 
and deep Conviction of his tran- 
ſeendent Excellency? Has the Spirit 
of God open'd thy Eyes, to ſee that 
He is the Chief of Jen Thouſands, 
and altogether lovely? And canſt thou 
tell what he Church s Beloved is more 
than another's Beloved « * 


Is 


139 
1s it a conſtant and fixed Love? 
Not a ſudden Flaſh, or tranſient 
Paſſion, but a rooted, ſettled Thi ing, N 
a 2 vigorous F lame, which many Ma- 
ters cart. quench, nor the Floods 
7 drown ite And tho thy Love to 
7 ſome dear Creatures may unha ppily 
be more paſſionate, yet art thou 
come to à Point, that thou wilt 
facrifice the deareſt Object, rather 
than part with Him whom thy Soul 
loves? But to bring the Matter to 
a more certain Iſfue; is thy Love 
Practical? This i 18 an, Tofallible Feſt; 
for my Lord has (aid, Fe 
are my Friends if ye do Jon. 15. 14: - 
what ſoever I command you. 
? Doſt thou count his Tal eaſy, od 
7 his Byrden light?” Are none of his 
Command ments grieuous? Doſt thou 
gelight to do his Will, and haſt 
thou choſe his Teſtimonies, as a 
Heritage ever? Doſt thou find 
his Love {weetly conſtraining thee to 
the ſevereſt Inſtances of Self-denial? 
Aud art thou fully purpos'd in a 
better 


TP) 
better Sirength than thy own, chat 1 
thou wilt follow the Lamb whithes-| 4 
ſoever he goes, whatever it coſts # 
thee? Tf. it be thus-with thee, thou 3 
Tay t chearfully ſay; Lord, bor bar 
froweft alt Things,” ' knoweſt thet 19 
lode thee; © 
And as a yet farther. Evidence, 
doſt thou ſobe thy Neighbour as thy | 
ſelf ? Haſt thou .a real Love for afl 
Men, and'a ſpecial, peculiar one for 
thy Fellow Chriſtians? Ts there no 
Man to whom thou doſt net moſt ' 
Heartity wiſh' well, whatever Pro- 
vocations he has given thee, or In- 
juries he has done Thee? Tho*thon ; 
haſt many Enemies, has no Man 
an Enemy of thee> Tf there are | 
thoſe that hate thee with 4 criel | 
Hatred, canft thou-appeal to God, | 
that the Hatred is not mutual and 
reciprocal? Can'ſt thou ſincerely 
pray, forgive our Treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs” againſt 


717. 
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And as to the People of God, 
doit thou honour and delight in 
emꝰ Hereby we | know 
that we are Paſſed from I Jobn z. 14. 
Death to Life becauſe 
we Tove the Brethren? Doſt thou 
love every Sout where thou ſeeſt 
the Image of Chriſt ? Is not thy 
Love confin d to thoſe of thy own 
Party, or'Perſwafton?: But is it un- 
reſtrained and Jarge, as that Catho- 
lick Church of which thou art a. 
Member? Does this Love engage 
7 thee to all proper Acts of Kindneſs, 
and Expreſſions of Brotherly Love? 
2 Doſt Ae and help to the ut- 
moſt of thy Power, all thoſe whom 
Chriſt calls Brethrom, ith this View, 
that what thou oſt for them, ter- 
minates ultimatelyaupon him, ae- 
cording to Mer. 25 2: Canſt thou 
read the EprſHle of John, . 
thy Fiezrt tot condemn thee? . 
I gope my Love is ſincere. 

* But O my God, how weak and 
how imperfect is it! I even hate 


my (elf, that I can love thee nol 
more. I abhor my ſelf that 1“ 
* Jove thy Ghniſt no better, andi 
* bluſh to think that I am no more 
* kindly affectioned to thoſe whom 
thou haſt loved with an ever-* 
* laſting Love; and with whom I 
hope to live and converſe for ever. 
My only:Comfott is, that if 
would love thee ; I deſire to love 
* thee; T long to love thee, even 
* as thou would be loved, Lord, 
* kindle my Spark into a Flame, 
and let that Flame be ſtrong and 
* ſteady. And eſpecially grant that! 
* my Obedience may prove my 
Love to be of the right Kind. 
Hm cen 1 ſay T love thee, if 1 
Heart le not right with thee? And 
for thy Sake, mey 1 love m. 
_** Neighbour, eſpecially the Happ) 
Members of-that Glorious Famil) 
© to whichiitt is my Higheſt 'Honoy 
to belong. O may I love them as m 
ſelf, and in Honour prefer em be 
fore my ſelf, and think no Offi 
| o 0 
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of Love too mean for me toſtoop 

to. in Imitation of Him, 

bo cant not. fo be mi- Mat. 20. 28. 
ni ſtred unto, hut to mi- 

niſter. This I pray, that Phil. 1 7. 9. 

ty Love may abound 

more and more, aud being hearty 

and fervent in this Requeſt, is, I 

hope, an Evidence that I do truly 

love thee. Oh l let me not be mi- 

| * (tiken, for Jeſus ein His: Sake. 
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" Vaſt alſo examine my ſelf con- 
cerning my New Obedienee, 
This I know is the ultimate Teſt of 
all my Fretences; Without it Faith, 
Repentance, Love, Ge. are empty 
LNames, and inſi gnificant Shadows. 
ils the Wilt of God my Law? his 
Word my Rule? and his Glory the 
End of all my. Actions? Do I al- 
tow my ſelf in the Commiſion of 
no known Sin, or Omiſſion of no 
known 


(44) 
ode Duty? ls it my conſtan 
Care to heep a Conſcience void of 
Offence, both Ser and Man“ 
Can my Cloſet, my Family, myß 
Shop, my Companions: as well ag 
the Publick Aſſemblys of God's 
People, bear me Witneſs, that not. 
withſtanding my unallowed Fail 
ings, [ do'/endeavourto walk in allthe} 
r Conimandent oo 
_blameleſs? Am I willing to knowſi 
my Duty, and careful to do. it? 
Am 1 thankful for Inſtruction ,| 
and Reproof too? And do I count 
: my Friends" that tell me 
the Truth? Are my remaining 
Corruptions, and my many Fail 
1ngs, Matter of Humiliation to me) 
Do I pray for Daily Grace as Heart. 
ily as for my Daily Bread? and can} 
I appeal te the Searcher of Hearts, 
that Jam never more in Earneſt 
N than when I pray that! 
Heb. 13. 21. may be perſed in ever) 
good . . to do his Will 
That 
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hat I may be cleanſed from - all 

Filihiueſs, both of Fleſh ©! * 
; nd Spirit, and perfect Ho- 2 Cor. . 14 
Vineſe, in the Fear of the 
Lord. That J may be 1 Theſ. 7 

Irc, 'd wholly, ind may 

whole Spirit. Gul and Body, be pre- 

Ter ved blameleſs, io the Coming of 
| Jour Lord. 
. hope it is thus with me in ſome: 
Meaſure. b 
But, O my God, 5 me not be 
deceiv'd. If my Obedience be 
teigned, or partial, or Legal, if 
it do not exceed that of the Scribes 
aud Phariſees, if [have a Form of 
\* Codlineſs without the Power, or 4 
Name to live while J am dead, diſ- 
cover to me-the worſt of my ſelf,” 
that I may be upon a Right Bot- 
tom, and may get that Goſpel Ho- 
liweſs, without which I canmot fete 
the Lord. If there be a good 
© Work begun, O carry it on to the 
Day of Jeſus! and let the ſolemn 
+ Ortliaantes I am preparing for, 
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© be a Means of my Spiritual Nou- 


riſhment, and Growth in Grace, 
- Amen, | | 


POT —— 


SECT. VII. 


Hope I have been Impartial in 
my Self- Examinations. And 
tho upon Review I find abundant 
Matter for Humiliation, yet I can- 
not conclude my ſelf a Hypocrite, 
but muſt entertain ſome good Hope, 
thro Grace, that I am aSincere, tho 
very. Imperfect Chriſtian, and ſhall 
. a welcome Gueſt at my Lord's 
f 


© ARIES | 
That which now remains is, that 

1 put my ſelf in as good a Poſture 
as may be, to meet my Lord at that 
Solemnity, that I may not provoke 
his Diſpleaſure, nor baulk my own 
Expectations. To this End I muſt 
ſec that every Grace be in lively 
and vigorons Exerciſe, leſt 

Mal, 1-14: having in my Flock a * 


LS 
# 
* 
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* 
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of ſhould Vow ani Kane to the Lord 
: a Corrupi Thing, 


Ham fenfible Faith is a Principal 


and Leading Grace. It is the Sub- 


dance (or confident Ex- 
of Thin, 5 Hoped 2 Hebs 1. 1. 


pectation) 


or, and the: Bvidente of © 


EY” DD VY wa. 


| Thirgs '#bt ſeen. ' Wirhout Earth it 
ir 31poſſible 10 pleaſe God. I can» 
not queſtion the Being of a God, 
and the' Certainty of Future State, 
which are the? great Principles pf 


Natural Religion, and preſuppos d 


to all Reveafd, A believe that 

is, and that he ir the Renu der of all 
them” that" dliligently ſce Him. But 
this is not enough; thy: Lord 1 
ſ#id, Te believe“ in Ood;: | 


believe alſo in me. No John 14.1 


Knowledgeof the only te 
God is ſufficient to Eternal Life, 
while Men are ignorant f 


that Jeſus (hriſt whom: He John 10 3˙ 

has ſent, Come then, O 

my soul, let thy Faith in Him be 

trong and neee Have I not 
abun- 


(489 
abundant Evidence. that Jeſuvis the 
Meſſiah, the Chriſt of God, 
Ry 39. that Him hath God the | 
Father ſealed. The Scrip- | 
tures of the Old, Teſtament teſiß 
of Him. To Him Moſes. and allube 
Prophets bear Witneſs, | In him there | 
was a- full and exact Accompliſh- | 
ment of every Promiſe and Predidti. 
om In Him are the Subſtance of | 
all the Legal Shadows, and to Him 
referr'd alf the T ypes, Oc. He was 
evidently the Promis Seed, the 
Sil db, che Branch, & c. of the An- 
tient Fathers. who maited 
24. 1. for the Conſolation, of. 1ſ- 
21 D105 : | 
Conſider, O my Soul, what a 
Glorious Teſtimony God bore to 
Him by a Voice from Heaven, by 
vaſt Numbers of great, publick, 
and unconteſted Miracles; and fi- 
nally, by raiſing Him from the þ 
Dead: Of which He appointed Þ» 
Competent Witneſſes, Men of A- 
my” and Integrity; who could 
not 


(49) 
not be impovd upon in ſo plain a 


3 Matter, and who could never be 
ſu ppos d to practice upon the World, 
becauſe there was no Intereſt in 
view that ſhould engage em in fo- 
baſe a Deſign. And it's utterly 
{impoſſible that Men in their Wits. 
ſhould be guilty of the Blackeſt 
villany, in Proſpect of naguing dat 
Miſery and Ruin. Beſides, 

did not God alſo bear thew. Heb. 2. 4 
Witneſs, both with Signs 
and Wonders, and == Mirache | 
and Oi fi of the Holy Gho#t? Towhich 
may be added this other Conſidera- 
1 That that Doctrine muſt needs 
de from God, which has ſo viſible 
fand peculiar a Tendency to make 
Men God-like, in the Temper. of 
their Minds, and Courſe o their 
Actions. That Goſpel muſt needs 
I's the Grace of Gad which beach 
l ſo effectually, that deny- / 
| ing Cagodlineſs, and, all Tit 141,02; 
13 — Luſts, we ſhould © 
ive ſoberly , nahi exe gody, 
D 


: 


* 30 
ſent evi! World. 1 fngl 
ecords of paſt Ages, and] 


Com 


ever fo pure, and thy Life (o clean. 
# When thy Faith is vigorous and 
Hvely⸗ 
icreulible, chan that the Great God 
Aba make uſe of an Ipoſture to 
rene hv his own hy 7 upon the Souls 
ef Men? I Will as ſoon believe any 
bſurdiey, às that the moſt Holy 
God ſhould erect and ſupport his 
Kingdom in the World by u Lye, 


| and ore [ntereſt of the ho 
vi 


K wire made in the 
of my own Acquaintance, 
at the be Chriſtiunt have been the 
22 And, O my Soul, canſt 
8000 not bear thine own Teſtirno- : 
Hy, that the Tntereſt of Ood in thee, | 
bears a cotiſtant Proportion t6 the 
Meaſure of thy Faith in Chriſt Jeſus? 
Doſt thou net always find, that when 
thy Faith is ready to fail, the good 
Thaver that remnin ure reucly ro die? 
And bn the eontrary, Is thy Hearth 


Now can any thing be more] 


ö 


| Believing is hard Work; 
ſider i: E the Ditto ar 


1 ) 

vu, by Arts and Methods perfectig 

Helliſh and ene 4 Hr ws 
ame then 

Rom. 4. 20. be ſtrong in L 


_ Glary to God... 


| from a Corrupt Heart; and a = 


be a further Evidence to the TIA 
| bility of the Doctrine of the Cre 
Why ſhould a baſe. Heart, and a 


licious Enemy; Andlet this Thought 


buſy Devil, make ſuch mig ht ghty Op- 
poſition to the Work of Faith? If 
it were not the Work of God, the 
Enemys of God would never make 
ſuch Efforts to hinder it: The Devil 
would cheriſh his own Creature: The 
World would love its on, and 


Fleſh would never expreſs ſuch a Re- 


luctancy againſt the Goſpel, if it were 
not Spiritual in its T endency, and 
Divine in its Original. Therefore, O 


wal Soul, let me form Mae 
M's out 
v 2. 
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out of Difficultys, and Pave my | 
Way with the very 2 Blocks Þ 
. are thrown | in it. | 


It is indeed an MobhiteThoughe | 
that God ſhould become Man, and ; 
"that Man die : Without : 

Tim. * 26 006 1H great is the ; 
51. art 4 2% ſtery de e &. : 
But le let oat Fe e Kee. Conlider þ 
edo that che more awful and 
0 the Myſteries of the Goſ. 
. pel pre, the more likely they are 
i from Cod; who can fearce be 8 


; 


pp 08d to declare any Thing bye 
He was extraordinary, and, out 
'of the Reach of unaſſiſted Reaſon, | 
Wich ſuch à ſolemn Pomp, and 
Train of mighty Werks, as were 
Wrought to confirm the Miſſion of, 
our Lord. ft would have been] 
Matter of Suſpicion, if Chriſt and. 
his Diſciples had preach'd nothing. 
but 89 the Pagan Philoſophers 
taught, aud the Jewiſh Doctors 
ond. And it ſhculd recommend 
theß 


0 53 ) 

ie Doctrine of Chriſt to un, 
ing unprejudic'd Mind, 
that it was to the Jews I ve 1. 23. | 
4 Stumbline-Block, SY 
to the f Fooliſpneſi. wad | 

Are not theſe Things ſo? Come 
then, O my Soul, believe and be 
etabliſhed.. 

But, O wretched Man that k am; 


* Who ſhall deliver me from this evil 


Heart of Dubelief? It is not bare 
External Evidence that will produce 


a Divine Faith. Faith I know is 


the Work, the mighty Work of God, 
and produc d in the Heart by 1 no lefs 
Power than that which 


raid up Feſus from the Ep. 1. 19. 28, 


Dead. It is not of our 


1 it is the Gift of God. 


And therefore, O my God, I 
turn me unto thee, in whoſe Han 
* my Heart is, and who canſt prevail 
* againſt the united. Force of my 
* confederate Enemies and not only 
begin, but carry on thelWorh of Faith 
with Power. I be lieve, Lord 7 1 
D 3 nbe- 


7 


l N FAM hat which i 
On I 7 at which it 
6 heb % Eb: Not ouly 


pre 


e the "Objed, but open my 

* Eyes, that T'may no more queſti- 

don what the Gofpet reveals than 

* what my Eyes ſee; that bel3evir ng 

in bim-whom J do not fee, 1 wy 
- "hk He with Joy unſpeakable and 
of INV | 
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Malt allo kenmder wy Lord 
in the Exereiſe of Holy Love. 
Fa O my Soul, if thou doſt Belleve, 
thou canſt not chuſe but love. View 
thy Lord in his Glory and Beauty: 
Conf der Him as the Bright- 
neſi of his Father's Glor and Meb. r. 
the expreſs Image of his Perform: think 
of him as the chief of Ten Thouſands 
and altogether lovely; as one whom 
a}l Created Brightneſs, Sweetneſs, 
Furity and Perfection, does but 
faintly repreſent; as one in widen 
all 


1914 
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all that's lovely meets and triumphs; 
as one whom the higheſt Angel 
worſhip, and by whom the moſt 
ſhining Seraph. are Eclips'd, who 
yet adore proſtrate, and veil before 
him with more Exultation and Rap- 
ture than they would govern a 
Thouſand Worlds. Think of him 
as one whoſe Gtorys no Thought- 
can reach, nor Words expreſs ; and” 
whom the Multitude of the Heayen- 
ly Hoſt will view with everlaſting 
Surprize and Admirstion, as an 
Object ever new, and infinitely en- 
tertaining, and as deſiring no far - 
ther Happineſs than to 
be with him where he is, John 17. 24. 
and bebold hit Glory. 
And, O my Soul, conſider that 
this Glorious Perſon, who is in 
Himſelf 10 ihatuccly lovely, hes: 
been Infinitely kind to thee! 
Need this be prov'd, or can the 
Inſtances of ir be forgotten? 
Did not his Love to thee appear. 
beyond all Contradicti on, in his In- 
D. 4. carna- 
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- carnation, Birth, Sufferings and 


Death, with all the Circumſtances 
of Humility that attended his Paſfage 


thro* this Vale of Tears, this wait and 


howline Wilderneſs, to that Better 


"Country, where he is ſtill mindful } 
of his People, as ever living to make 
Interceſſion for 'em He loved thee 
before thou or Time were. He 


tov'd thee when he was on Earth, | 


with a Love ſtronger than Death, 


which many Waters could not quench, | 
ror Floods drown. He loves thee | 


e he is in Heaven; and tho he 
be ekalted to the Higheſt Dignity, 
tar above all Priucipalitys and Pow- Þ 


ers. and fits at the Right Hand of 
(70d as Lord of all,yer haſt thou the 


* fame Place in his Heart, and the Þ 
"fame Share in his Affectionate Re- 
mem hrances. Long *bſenice, great 


Þiſtance, High | referment, Multi— 


- plicity of Affairs, which impair 


Common Friendſhip, have no In- J 
FT fluence there, Having lo- 
John 13. 1. wed his own which were in 

the 
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the Morid, he does and will love 
them to the End; and that with a 
Love more Conſtant, Steady and 
Regular, than the Revolutions of 
the Heavenly Bodys, and ſettled 
Courſe of Nature. Nor is this Love 
of his an Empty Name. Conſider, 
O my Soul, the Glorious Effects of 
it. Tis a Love big with Bleſſings; 
© Bleflings which no Tongue can re- 
preſent, and nothing here below 
reſemble, but with a great deal of 
: Faintneſs and Imperfe- = 200 1 
cition. He has loved me Rer. 7. 5. 

| and waſhed me from my _ 
Sins in his Blood. He was ade Sig 
for me that I might become 
tbe Righreonſweſs of God 2 Cor. 3 
in him. He was woundeddgd 
for my Tranſgreſſtons, and bruiſed 7 
mine Iniquitys, the \Choſtiſement of. 
| zy Peace was upon him, 

| and by his Stripes I am Iſiah 53. 3. 
bealed, Being juſtified 

by Faith I have Peace with Rom. 5. 1. 
God tbroneh him, and by 


Ds him 
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: him Acceſs with Bold- 
6 neſs to the Throm af 
Grace. o his Expen- : 

tre Lie; as the Menitorians Cauſe, |: 
1 owe my Negeseralian z that Lam 
gelten again 10 4 lively Hape M 

4 jon, that I am calbd a Child | 
of God: My Sanlfication,my Peace, 
Comfort and Joy; and 'fmally, my 
Hopes of Eternal Life ; whieh is all 
ev nook can wiſh; and Ten Thou. 
1 fand, Thoufand Times 
I Cor. 2. 9. more 3. for be Thing. 7 
which God hath ſpar. 

| for them that love bim, have not en 
ter d iuto the Heart of Mas. 
Nor let me, O my Soul, ſorget : 
"who is the unworthy Object of all 
this Glorious Love, What amn I, 
aid what is my Father's, Houſe, that 8 
1 ſkoutd be thus hbybly fadour de 
That the Prince of Lite, the Living |: 
God, fhould fer his Heart upon ſuch |: 
a Dead: Dog! That a vile Taru, 
{7ufuT: 3 and After, fhou'd: be ſo 2 
regarded | 
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regarded by him whom _ 
all the Angels worſhip, Heb. 1. - 
whom the whole Creat ?: 
on obeys, and in Compariſon of 
whom. all Created Beings are as #he 
Drop 7 a Bucket, and the ſmall Duit of i 
a Ballance ! Nothing, yea leſs than 
nothing, and Vanity! Bebold mbat 
manner of Love is this! Expreſſion is 
at a Loſs, and ſilent Ad miration muſt 
ſupply its Place... 
Now, does not this Love deſerve 
Love? Whence is it, O my Soul, 
that thou art no more affectèd? 
That in theſe Muſings the Fire burns 
no more? One would think; that 
upon ſuch a SubjeR ,ferious Thought 
ſhould e xalt even a Spark of Love 
into a Flame of Tranſport and Ex- 
taſy! and whence is all this Cold- 
neſs? | 3% ati ed | 
Oh *tis from my Evil Heart, of 
Unbelief The Things are ſo great 
that they even exceed Belief ! But 
tet me cou fider that, Cass 
Ways are not as (Mrs, nor 1551 95 Ye 
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his Thoughts as ours, but more above” 
em than the Heavens are above the 
Earth and that his Benefits are in| 
ſuitable Proportion to his own Great- 

neſs. Royal Favours uſe to be 
vaſt and magnificent: They give 

lite Kings ; and what leſs can be 

expected from the King of Kings, | 
the Infinite Majeſty of Heaven and | 
Earth, than what he has pleas'd to 
appoint for his Favourites! And| 
the more mean the Objects of his | 
Love are, the more Glorious his 
Bounty! The lower his Goodneſs | 
ſtoops the higher it rifes ! But that 
it ſhould ſtoop ſo low as me, the 
| leaſt, and /eſs than the least of all 
Saints, nay the very Chief of Sin- 
ners ; This, this ſtaggers my Faith, 
and makes me ready to cry out, It's | 
impoſſible, it can never be, That | 
God ſhould love ſuch a Worm, | 
ſuch a Devil as I am! A vile Trai- 
tor, that have broken his Laws, 
deſpis d his Grace, quenched his Spi- 
it, trampled under Foot hit Son! 
an 
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an ungracious Dog, that has turn 4 


his Grace into W antonneſs, and conti- 
nued in Sin in ſpite of all Reclaim- 
ing Methods! A Pgacklliding. Trea- 
cherous, per jur'd Beaſt! and under 
the Convictions of all this no more 
mov'd than a Clod, or Rock! a ſtu- 
pid Hard-hearted Sinner! This I 
muſt confeſs I find diſſicult to be- 
lieve; and whenl can hope, I won- 
der at my (elf that I can venture to 
do it, and adore the Grace and 


Mercy of God, that I han't long 


ago both a Cain of Judas, or at 
leaſt a Spira, a Magor Miſſabib, a 
Terror to my ſelf and all about me, 
by Reaſon of the Blackneſs and 
Horror of my Deſpair! 
And yet here Infinite Mercy, and 
Infinite Merit, are a Relief! I will 
believe that there is Mercy for the 
worſt, becauſe God has ſaid it, and 
and won't venture to except my ſelf 
becauſe God han't done 
it. AU things are poſſil ble Luke 7. 42. 
with God ; he can forgive 


ſraully 
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frankly Ten Thouſand Talents ay 
well as a few Pence: And he will] 
forgive zrani fold Iniquitys, and} 
mighty Sins, to every penitent, | 
humble, willing Soul. I muſt not] 
deny the Grace of God, and there - 
fore if I do avouch this Character, 
conſequently I muſt believe. "= 
And then how can I chuſe but 
love? Oh my Sou}, fall with the 
Toweft Proſtrations, at the Feet of 
thy deareſt Jeſas; and if thou canſt þ 
do no better, expreſs thy Love by 
Sighs and Bluſhes, that thou canſt | 
% 
But, Lord, I may Expoſtulate | 
with my ſelf till Tam weary, it þ 
© thy Grace be with-held, and thy | 
* Spirit deny'd I O fhed abroad thy | 


oe in my Heart, by the Holy | 


Goff given unto me! Strike this | 
© Rock and it fhall melt, breath | 
upon this Clod and it will warm. 
© Draw me and I ſhall run oftcr thee. | 
cannot ſay that J do love thee, 
but I am ſure I can ſay that I } 

VVV 
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F * would love thee. This Thou 
' + knowe#t, thet: kme all Things. 


1 can appeal to thee, that f 1 

might have my Wiſh, I would 
love thee better than ever a Saint 
on Earth, yea than euer an Angel 
in Heaven does. Fhad rat her love 
'thce as I ought to love thee than 
be Maſter of all the Treaſures on 
Earth, rather than have all the 
Monarchs of it at my Feet, rather 
than have all that the World ad- 
mires at my Diſpoſal. Fhad ra- 
ther (Lord thou knoweſt) die in 
an Extafy of holy Love, and 
breath out my Soul into the Arms 


*© of the Holy: Jeſus, than live Fen 


© Millions of Years; yea to all 
Eternity, in the Fulneſs of all 
© Created Enjoyments. © my God, 


is not this x Requeſt after thine 


own Heart, when I pray that 1 
© may love thee with all my Soul, 
© and that I may not be moſt flat 


© and heavy, cold and Lifeleſs, at 
* that "Oe where are the Me- 
* morials 


( 64) 
ic morials of the choiceſt and moſt 
glorious Love chat was ever known 
« or heard of. 


_ _ 2 2 — ö 


—gy—-— — — 


SECT. *. 


- Muſt alſo, at the lotd- 5 Table, 
be in a Penitent Frame. The 
Remembrance of my Lord's Dying 
Love muſt melt my Heart into a 
"Kindly: Sorrow for thoſe Sin which 
_- wounded andflew him. 

John $3 le. His Soul was made an 
Offering for my Sin, and 

ſhall not my Heart bleed at the 
Thought of that bitter Cup in which 
my Sins were deadly Ingredients, 
and which for my Sake he drank off, 
even to the very Dregs! O my 
Soul, when I remember my Savi- 
our, I muſt penitently remember | 
my Sins, from which he dy'd to 
ſave me. My Sins! How wide 
a Field] How vaſt a Subject! I am 
amaz'd, and ſtagger at the General 
Proſpect, 


— 


(65) 
Froſpe&, and muſt -be ſwallowed 
up and loſt in Particulars! Where 
ſhall I begin, and where ſhallI end? 
Indeed I may begin at 

the Root. Behold I was Pal. 51. f. 
| ſhapen in Iniquity, and isn 
Sin did ny Mother conceive me! But 
the numerous Branches exceed Cal- 
culation! I know not the Numbers 
' thereof! The Commandment of God 
It exceeding Broad, and in Propor- 
tion to it I muſt eſtimate my Guilt! 
What Commandment have I not 
broken? In what Inſtance have I 
not offended? As to my Sins of Ig- 
norance, and common Frailtys, I 
muſt only ſigh and ſay, 

ho can underſtand his PCul. 19. 12. 
Errors? For to remem- 

ber and lament my groſſer Follys 
© be 4 long, as well as ſorrowful 
Employment, and take up more 
Time than my Circumſtances can 
allow. But, O my Soul, I charge 
| thee mourn. over the more Heinous 
| | | Offences 


(66) 
Offences of thy Life. 
Read over thy Kaler- Biſhop Within: 
der, and drop a Tear 
upon the Black Days there. 


N. '- cal forrowfully to 


Mind fuch particular Sins as have | 


been more eſpecially Hei nous. 


And tho' I hope God has forgi- 
ven _— yet, O my Soul, never 
| forgive thy ſelf. O what 

Ezra 9. 6 ſhall I ſay! I Bluſh, and 


am aſbam d to lift up my 
Hie to thee my 5 9 


od I could have 
no Peace, 20 Patience, no Hope, 
were it not for ſuch a 


kc 
[ 
1} 
f 


1 John r. 7. Word as that: The Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, his Son, 


cleanſer from all Sin. 


I wovkd aifo paftieuiarty review | 


my Converſation ſince the 14% Sa- F 
crament: And here I can find Mat- 


ter enough for Shame and Grief. 


Oh! Wretch that I am, how un- | 
ſuitable has my Converſation been 
to 


| CRY -- 

to the Profeſſion and Engagements 
[ ſo lately made, and the ſweet Ex- 
periences I fo much N in, and 
ſeem'd fo thankfu} for 


F N. Here fox your Thou ghts pon 


tze groſſer Follys of the preceding. | 
Mont h. 4 1 us | 
Was ſach an A&jon becoming | 


| what thou didſt fo lately, at the 

Lord's Table, pretend and promiſe? 
Was fuch a Management worthy of 
2 Chriſtian, and becoming a Com- 

municant? Did the Indulgence af 
ſuch a Fleſhly Luſt become a Diſci- 

ö ple of the Holy 70%, the Lininacite 
late Laub of God ? Did it become 
a Sheep of Chriſt's Flock, to wallow 
like a Swine in that Mire? Was 
that Pride, that Paſſion, rhat Ma- 
| lice, Envy, and Uncharitableneſs, 
ſuitable to thy ſolemn Profeſſion of 
retaining to him who came to do- 


| flroy the Works of the. N 
Devil ? Remember and be Eck. 16. 63. 
: con- 
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confounded, and never open thy Mouth 
any more becauſe of thy Shame ! Hurelh 
I more brutiſh than any Man, and 
have not the Onderſtanding of « 
Man! | 

5 And, O my Soul, ſhall 
i Pet. 4. 3. not the Time paſt ſuffice 
- thee to have ated (of 
inconſiſtently and unaccountably ? 
Surely it becomes me to ſay, If IF 
have done Iniquity I will do ſo m 
more. Let theſe be my ſincere Re- 
ſolutiont, and let me, at the Lords 
Table, bind my ſelf in freſh Bonds, F 
that my Future Walk ſhall be more] 
Circumfpeck; that my Devotion 
ſhall be more Regular, my Dealing. 
more juſt, my Charity more Exten- 
Nye, and my hole Converſation more 
r 
my God, this is my full Pur- | 
* pofe; but let me not want that 
© Grace which alone ig ſufficient for | 
mne. Give me true Repentance, 
© Tet me take up ſincere Reſoluti- 
ons, and let the Uprightneſs of 
No IDEA] * 


* 


„ 
my Heart in both, appear in a 
« ſuitable Behaviour for Time to 


come. So be it for Jae Sake. 


* — * 
— — 


Wo H A P. V, ; 
T he Chriſtian 4 tbe | Lord's Table. 


oh. 3 8 
140 — 
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Hand of God upon thee has 
brought thee into his Houſe, and 
| ſet thee at his Table! Behold all 


| things are ready! See to it that thou 


be ready to meet and entertain thy 
ror,” 


Aae O North Wind, 
© and come thou South, Cunt, 4; 16. 
l blow go my Garden, * | 

© that the Spices thereof may flow out. 
J. et my Leloved come into his Gar- 
Ag den, and cat his pleaſant Fruits, 
* When 


— 


ow, O my soul, the TR 


—— — — 2 — 
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© Whenthe King come 
Mat. 22. 11. zx to ſee bis Gueſts, may 
not l be the Man that 
wants a Wedding Garment? 
Tis an Awful Selemnity! !.O my 
Soul, approach with Reverence and] 
Godl Fear. | 
This is none other but 
Gen. 25 17. the Houſe of God, and 
this 1s the Gate of Hea-Þ 
zen. Let my Frame be ſuitable, 
Spiritual and Heavenly. 
Omy God, e the Tempt- 
« er, keep out the World, Keep, 
5 down my Corruption. 
Let no Luſt defile: Let no Bu- 
© ſineſs engage: Let no Impertinent 
Thought divert my Mind, Dnite] 
1 Heart; and let it de intent 
and fix'd on thee. | 
* Thy Grace, O Lord, ir ſufficient 
« for $4 Let thy Strength be made 
c perfect in my Weakneſs. | 
ort in me both to will and to 
© do. Strergther me with alt Might, 
* 8 thy Spirit, in the Inward 05 
* Ca 


(71) 
© Call up my Faith and Love,and 
every proper Grace, into lively 
and vigorous Exerciſe. 
+ Bleſſed Jeſir, without thee I can 
do nothing. I can do all things 
| © thro' Chrift ſtrengthening me. Draw 


« re Iwill run ”-= thee. 


——_— — 1 8 - 


— 1 — 


1 — bd 3. a. 


SEC I, 


I bile the e 17 breaking the 
Bread. | 


"= 


Hus was the Body of my Lord 
broken! It pleaſed the Lord 


| zo Tung him, and Put bim 
to Grieft IG. 53. 10. 


He was bruiſed for 0 ou 1. 4 
Iniquitys! © 8 
Oh let me view the Repreſents- 


tion of his Broken Body, with a 
Broten Heart, and Ne Spirit! 


Hard indeed muſt that Heart be 
which ſuch a Sight will not affect! 
Methinks 


— — — — 8 lay — ———̃᷑ĩW—.:.!᷑— —S—ä k ro 
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Methinks I ſee his precious Body 
ſcourged and pierc'd! It's an affect- 
ing Thought, that perfect Innocence 
ſhon1d be thus treated! But when 
I confider that this Innocent Lamb 
was at the ſame Time God over 40 
bleſſed for ever , and that he under- 
went all this for me, what muſt my 
Heart be if it ben't affected! 

And while his Body was thus 
bruiſed, the Jron þ into his 
Soul, Who can imagine what our 
Lord felt when he cry'd out, M. 
God, my God, why haſt 5 forſaken 
ene? | 

See here what an eri and bitter 
Thing Sin is, and how abominable 
in he Sight of God, when no leſs | 
as Sacrifice could appeaſe antes 
Juſtice! 

Here is Orace! Here is Love! 
That God ſhould prepare his own | 
Son a Body, and that in that Body 

"ks ſhould bear our Sins 
Pet. 2. 24. on the Tree! 


8 ECT. 


4 
SE C r. in. 


\ While the Miniſter is pouring out of 
| the V ine. 1 


Hus was my Lord's Blood ſbed 
for me! 
We are redeemds, not 
with Corruptible Things, 1 Pet. 1. 19 
Silver or Gold, but with 
the precious Blood of Chriit, as of 4 
rg without Blemiſh and without 
of, | | 
* the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats ſanctifetb to Fieb.g.13,14. 
the purifying of the Fleſh, 
how much more ſhall the Blood of him 
who thro' the Eternal Spirit offer d 
himſelf without Spot, to God? Purge 
Jour Conſciences from dead Works, to 
Verde the living God. iS. 
| Oh let me view a Bleeding Jeſus 
with a Bleeding Heart! = 
_ Behold the Fountain Jonn 
ſet open for Sin and for Job 1 7. 
; E Va- 


(74) 
Uncleanneſs | The Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſes from all Sin. 

Approach, apply, O my Soul 
wiſhondbecſcin. Rives ad | 
with this Fy/op, and Pol. 5. 7. 
thou ſhalt be clean; waſh 
in this Laver, and thou ſhalt be 
whiter than the Snow. 

What may not be ex- 
pected from the Blood 
f God? The Blood of 
him that was God ? ; 
On how freely did he Jet out his 
Blood ! View with Tranſport thoſe 
Streams of Love, and think how 
much thou oweft to him that fo 
freely laid down his Lite for thee |! 
© my God, enlarge my Heart in] 


As 20. 28. 


& Love to ſuch a Friend; and never 


* Jet my Heart be ſtraitned towards 
Him, who open'd his Veins and J. 
s ſo freely Bled and dy'd for me. | 
May my Eye affect my Heart; 
and may I with the utmoſt Ten- 
« derneſs remember what Eviden- 
ces he has given of his Love to 
me. Was ever Love like this! 


6399 
SE C F. . 
T, aking the Bread, Bc. 
) Leſſed Jeſus, Thou 


art that Bread of John 6, 48. 
Life. Thy Broken Body 


is Food for Souls. Oh 7 
let me by Faith Eat and 
live, Fat and never die, 58 


* When Judas took the Sop, Satan 
enter d into him. Lord grant, that 
{ as I receive this Bread, Chriſt may 
* enter, and take an Eternal Foſl- 
* eſlion of my Soul. 
| Now, O my Soul, take a whole 


| Þ Jeſus with a whole Heart, for a 
* whole Salvation. 


Ine under my Roof. | 

| I am indeed 13 bnitely neworthy, 
Put I hope, thro' Grace, rot utterly 
- Pinwilling, 

-| Ovwere bot my Appetite to'this 


0 Ppiritual Food equal to my Need of 
= 2 8 4, 


Lord, | am not worthy thou Nouldft 


{ 
[ | 


08s 

it, how wide would my 
vil. 81. Soul open her Mouth, 
and how full would ſhe 
. 

Oh thou who haſt provided 
© Bread, give me an Appetite, and 

s abundantly bleſs my Proviſion. 

Lord, encreaſe my Faith, 

G let this Bread be bleſt to my 
Spiritual Nourtſhment,andGrowth 
in Grace. 

| 0 O that I may receive, 
285 out of Chriſt's Fulneſi 
„ even Grace for Grace! 

By theſe Royal Daintys may i 

lean and withering Sol 
Pfal. 92 become Fat and Flow 
| iſpiug. 

a N 65. His Fleſh is Meat in} 
5 . | 
0 my Soul, accept and reſign} 

take a Feſus and ſurrender thy ſel 

"My Lord and my God, I am thin 


Save me, 
"Aa F I avouch the Lort thi 
; 37 * i Day to be my "God, Ki 


1 am, and Him 74 pv 


. 
| Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Epheſ. 1. 3. 
| Chriſt, who hath bleſſed 
Bus with all Spiritual Bleſſings, in 
Heavenly Places, in Chriſt. 
Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thanks be to God for his unſfpeak- 
able Gift, | 


— 


er. V. 
Taking the Cup, &c. 


Hit Cup is the New 
Teſtament in my 1 Cor. 11. 25: 
Lord's Blood! 
I will take the Cup of Salvation and 
iy my Vows. „ 
Cöbriſt's Blood is Drin? John 6. 55. 
indeed ! 
I ͤ take this Cp of Bleſſing, and O 
F 'dored be his » chen . N 
vas made aCurſe for me, Gal. 3. 13. 
hat he might fill this 
| Cup with Bleſſing. | 
> es E 3 O 


© 

O how freely did my 

Pfl. 110. Lord drink of the Brook 

: iu the IWay! Remember, 
John 18. 11. O my Soul, that Cove 
which made him ſay, 1h: 

Cup which my Father hath given e 
. ſhall not drink it? It was a bitter 
| Cup to him, and yet he drank the 
very Dregs of it. It is a Cup of 
| Bleſſing to me, and ſhall I not 
chearfully drink of it Rewembranc: 


f Him? | 
5 Ble ſſed Jeſus, Thou haſt 
Joha 51. 17. drank at the Hand of the 
Lord, the Cup of bis Fu- 
ye Thou haſt drunken the Dregs of 
be (up of Trembling, and wrung then 
| out; and haſt put into my Hand 
this Cup of Conſo ation. Behold what 
manner of Love! 


O precious Blood, that cleanſe: 
from all Sin? 
Drink, O my Soul, and remem- 
ber Jeſus. ID 
Drink, and mourn over thy Sins 
and Follys. 
13 Drink, 


I -. - 
Drink. and receive thy Pardon. 
D-#»k, and renew thv Covenant. 
Drink, ani forget thy Sorrows, 
Drink, and forgive thy Enemies. 
Drink, and triumph over the Ad- 

ver ſaries of thy Soul. 3 

Drink, and rejoyce in hope of the 
Glory of God. 

Bleſſed Jeſut, 1 will 
remember thy Love more Out. 1. 4. 
than Wine. 

Onto him that hath 
loved ns, and waſhed us Rev. 1. 5, 6. 
fom our Sins in bis Blood, © 
| end hath made ws Kings and Priefte 
unto God, and bi, Father. To him 
be Glory and Dominion for ever and 
eder. Amen. . 
| Bleſſed be God for J7eſu- Chriſt. 
Thanks be unto God for his un- 

ſfpeakable Gift. 


ta SECT. 


= 
S E CT. VI. | 
4r the Concluſion of the Ordinance. 


Orthy 5s the Lamb 

that was ain to 
receive Power, and Riches, and Wif- 
dom, and & trength, and Honour, and 


Glory, and Eleſſin 
Bleſf Ing, Honour Glory 
13. — be unto him that 


fttteth upon the Throne, 
* unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. 


Rev. 5. 12. 


How umi able are thy 
Pfal. 84. 1. Tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hoſts ] Bleſſed are they | 
4. that dwell in thy Courts. 
A Day in thy Courts is better than 
4 « Thouſand. 7 had rather be a Door- 
keeper in the Houſe of me 
10. God than to dwell in the 
Tents of Wickedneſs. 
And, O my Soul, if this Hour 
has been ſo ſweet, while I beheld the 
ihe 


| | ii 
King in his Glory, and the Land 
which is afar off, tho' it were as in 2 
Glaſs darkly, what will an Eternity 
in Heaven be! When I foal ſee him 
4 he is, and know as 1 am alſo 
known ! When I ſhall be with bins 
where be is, and behold his Glory 
Make haſt O my Beloved. 3 
Thus I muſt remember my Lord 
i he comes, Blefled be God for 
ſuch an Ordinance. But O that 227 
Soul could even break for the Longing 
I have for that Second 
Coming; when He he Heb. 9. 28. 
appear to them that looe 
for him, without Sin wnto Salva- 
tion. 3 
He has ſaid, Behold Þ- 
come quickly ;, even ſo Re. 22. 20. 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
In the mean Time, O my Soul, 
remember where thou haſt been, 
and what thou haſt been doing. 
| Thou haſt open'd thy Mouth to the 
Lord, and muſt net go back, Thou 
haſt bound thy Soul with an Oath: 
2 . Thon 


A” 
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Thou haſt ſworn, and muſt perform it, 
to kecp his righteous Judgments, = 
Thou haſt avorthed, this Day, the 
Lord to be thy God. Be true to Him, 
Let Him alone be Exalted in thy 
Soul. Be for Him, and not for 
another. 5 
Now, O my Cod, I bleſs thee 
for the Liberty of thy Houſe. I 
© bleſs thee for the Aids of thy 
Spirit. The Shame of my Misbe- 
© -haviour I take to my ſelf; but all 
the Praiſe I give to thee. Oh by 
5 thy Grace help me, 
Col. 2. 6. 1 have received Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, ſo to 
% walk in Him, that where he is I. 
bis unworthy Servant, az al/o 
* be, Amen, and Amen, 


CHAP. 


(835 


The Chriſtian in his Retirements, 
after the Lord's Supper. 


, — n 
— — 6 


— — 


8 E C T. I. 


When the Ordinance has been com- 
fortable. 


Leſs the Lord, O my 2 
Soul, and all that 4 ſal. 103. 8 
is within ue bleſs bis © 185 
holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits : 
Who crowneth thee with loving Rind- 
neſs, and tender Mercys : Who ſatis- 
 fieth thy Mouth with good things. 
How Thankful ought I to be, 


that the Doors of God's Houſe have 
been open to me, and that I have 
had the Freedom of his Table! 
Whence is this to me, that I who 
have long ago deſerv'd to be ſhut 


up 


I 


(84) 
up among the Spirits in Priſon, and 
fed with the Bread of Afti&@ion, and 
Water of Affliction, ſhould be ad- 
mitted a Gueſt at ſuch a Feaſt ! 
A Feaſt of fat things, and of Wine 
_ the Lees, well refined ! That I 

ould ſte the King in his Glory, and 
fit with him at his Table, who might 
have expected &er now to have 
been baniſh'd for ever from his Pre- 
ſence, and have heard that killing 
Word, See my Face no more! 

Bleſſed be God, that he let me 
live to fee this Day, this Joyful 
Day! That I was not prevented by 
a ſurpriſing Stroke, and led Captive 
by Death into the Chambers of that 
Houſe appointed for all living, long 


before this! 


Bleſſed be his Name, that I have 
been ſufer'd to live no longer in 
the Neglect of ſuch a ſweet: and: 
profitable Ordinance! That he con- 
vinc'd ma of my Duty, brought me 
to Refolve, and confirm'd. my Re- 
folutions! So that in ſpite of all the 

Malice. 


(85 ) 
Malice of Satan, I have | 
given up my ſelf to the 2 Cor. 8. 5, 
Lord, and to his Church, 
by the Will of God. This is what 1 
had deſign'd once and again, bu# 
Satan hindered. Bleſſed be the Cap- 
tain of my Salvation, that he has 
hinder'd no longer! That all the 
mighty Hoſt of Objections he had 
muſter'd up; could not deter me 
from my Duty; that I 
was willing in the Day of Pſal. 110. 
his Power, | 
Bleſſed be God that my Natural 
Sloth, and Love of Eaſe, did not 
make me baulk a Duty which re- 
quires Induſtry, and Laborious Ap- 
plication, in preparing for it : That 
my Eagerneſs after the World did 
not make me gradge the Time which 
2 worthyCommunicant muſt redeem» 
from his Secular Affairs, for this 
Solemn Service. Eſpecially that my 
unbelieving Doubts and Scruples, 
Fears and Jealouſies, did not put 
me by my Duty, under Apprehen- 
lions 


3 
ſions of Unfitneſs and Unwor- 
thineſs. | 

I am alſo bound to praiſe Him 
for the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit 
and Grace, That my Mind was in 
any Meaſure compos d; That the 
Deſire of my Soul was towards Him, 
and the Remembrance of his Name: 
That I have Reaſon to hope I was 
ſincere, and ated in the Integrity 
of my Heart: Tho' I muſt bluſh that 
I did no better; I muſt bleſs Him I 
did ſo well. Not I, but the Grace 
of God with me. Not unto ws Lord, 
Not unto us. 

But O my Soul, don't let thy 
Gratitude be only in General Terms: 
Review the whole Affair, and be 
particular in thy Acknowledgments. 
There may be great Love expreſs'd 
in Circumſtances ſeemingly minute, 
the Recollection of which may 
afford great Delight, and does de- 
mand a Grateful Reſentment, 
I am bound to bleſs my God, 
that by his Kind Providence he 

5 brought 
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bronght me to that Ban- 
quetting-Houſe, where his Cant. 2. 4. 
Ban ner over mute was Love. E: 
That the Doors of his Sanctuary 
were open: That my Lot is not 
caſt in thoſe Places where the Hus 
gogues of God are deſtroy'd, his Mi- 
niſters driven into Corners, and de- 
vout Souls forc'd to gather the 
Heavenly Manna, their Spiritual 
Food, with the Peril of their Lives. 
Bleſſed be God that by the Favour of 
our Goevernours (whom the Lord 
bleſs and preſerve) we may aſſem- 
ble together, and none make ws 
afraid That He prepares 
a Table for us in the Pre- Pal. 23. 5. 
ſence of our Enemies: And 
if the Sons of Belial malign and 
curſe us, they cannot deſtroy us,na 
dare not diſturb us. Bleſſed be God 
they can't inſult us and ſay, Where 
i now your God? We may now go 
with the Multitude, go to 
the Houſe of God with the Pal. 42. 3, 4. 
Voice of Joy and Praiſe, 


with 


enn . 
with the Multitude that keep Holy- 
Day. Bleſſed be his Name, that 


we who can boldly avouch our 
ſelves to be of thoſe 


Pſal. 35. 29. that are quiet in the Land; 
are allowed to enjoy 


our Native Rights, and are not by 
the Rulers counted Diſturbers of 


the Publick Peace, or 


Ezra 4. 15. Hurt ful fo Kings. 


I muſt alſo praiſe Him, that no 
Evil befel me, nor Plague came nigh my 


Dwelling, which might have ſhut me 


xp tho the Doors of his Houſe were 


open: That my Houſe was not ſhut 
up, and a Lord have Mercy writ 


over it: That no Evil 
8. 7. Diſeaſe cleaved to me ; 


Pſal. 41. 8. 


nor were my Loire fill d 
with a loathſome Diſeaſe, which ſhould 
have confin'd me to my Bed, or 
Chamber, and forbid my going up 


to the Houſe of the Lord: That the 


Secret of God was upon my Taberna- 
cle, and no fore Calamity befel me, 
chat wouid have unhing'd my Mind, 


and- 


(89) 
and made me uncapable of att ending 
at the Ordinance, with any Com- 
poſure and Devotion. Bleſſed be 
God that I had not Occaſion for 
Aaron's Apology, when he had 
neglected. to eat the Sin-Offering in 
the Holy Place, e*c. and Moſes Ex- 
poſtulated with Him up- 
on It, Such things = Levit. 10. 19, 
befallen me, and if I had 
5 the Ho. 2 Rang to Day, ſhould 
it have been accepted in the Sight of 
the Lord? Efpecialty I would be 
thankful that God did not with- 
draw his Spirit, unchain the Devil, 
and let looſe my Corruption, ſo that 
being overtaken with ſome Heinous 
Fault, or haraſs'd with ſome grie- 
vous Temptation, I ſhould not have 
dar'd to approach to the Jealous 
God in that Holy Ordinance; but 
my Place muſt needs be Empty, be- 
cauſe an accuſing Devil, and con- 
demning Conſcience, would cla- 
mour and ſay, He 1s not e 
clean, furely he is not 1 Sam. 20. 26. 
clean ! F 


(90) 
'T would alſo praiſe my God that 
I was not diſappointed by his 
Hand upon the Miiniſter, the Stew- 
ard of theſe Myſteries ; That Sick- 
neſs. or other Calamities, did not 
diſabte him for his Maſter's Service: 
That God was with him, accordin 
to his kind Promiſe : That Chriſt 
Jeſus was with his Shirit, and gave 
him the Tongue of the Learned to 
ſpeak a Word in Seaſon. How au fully 
did he warn us that we ſhould not 
preſume to approach without the 
Wedding-CGarment ! How ſweetly 
did he encourage every devout and 
willing Soul, to come with Bold - 
weſs to the Throne of Grace, and by 
Faith to draw Water out of the Wells 
of Salvation! How pat heticaily did 
he repreſent the Sufferings of our 
Lord! How earneſtly preſs Faith in 
his Blood, and Conformity to bis 
Death ! How paſſionately did he 
recommend his Example, and en- 
courage Univerſal Obedience, by 
diſplaying the Happineſs of how 
5 | that 


* 


(91) 
that ſerve and follow him; who 
(hall be wirh Him: where he is, 
and behold his Glory] How fervent- 
ty did he pray 1 the Effuſion of 
the Holy Spirit upon every ſincere 
Soul! That God would remember 
vr, from the greateſt to the leaſt, 
with the Love which he bears to bis 
own, and viſit us with his Salvation; 
that never a Communicant at that 
Table might be miſſing at the Right 
Hand of Chriſt anorher Nay! That 
we might It down with Abraham, 

Iſaac and J-cob, in the Kingdom 4 
God, and enter into that Ref whic 
remains for the People of God ! Bleſſed 
be God that his Mouth was nor ſhut, 
nor his Spirit ſtraitned, as a juſt Pa 
niſhment of my Sins, whereby J 
have provok'd him to abridge me of 
thoſe Privileges I have ſo wretch- 
edly miſimprov- d! 

I muſt alſo bleſs his Name, that 
He did not deny his Grace, nor with- 
hold bis Spiris, when I approach'd 
his Table; altho' my Preparations 
were 


SR. A: 
were ſo ſhort, ſo vaſtly below the 
Standard of the Sanctuary, and my 
whole Management ſadly defective, 
nevertheleſs I hope Idid meet with 
Him whom my Soul loves: And the 
Kindneſs of my Lord exceeded my 
Expectations, as well as my Deſerts; 


Bleſſed be God it did not fare with- 


me according to the Preſages of my 
guilty miſgiving Heart. I expected 
killing Frowns, and to my great 
Surprife, was welcom'd with revi- 
ving Smiles. He lift up the Light 
of his Countenance upon me, ſpoke 
good and comfortable Words to me, 
9 5 and ſent me away with 
Gen. 31.27. Mirth, and with Songs, 
By with Tabret, and with Harp. 
I will praiſe Him that He help'd 
17 Unbelief. That tho't am of little 
Faith, it was not to ſeek when it 
ſhould be in Exerciſe. I would 
affectionately remember his Kind- 
neſs in enabling me to realize in- 
viſible Things, that when I ſaw the 
Elements, I could look thro! m 0 


(93) | 
the Bleſſed Obje# they were aj- 
pointed to repreſent. Tho? I am 
apt to be like unbelieving Thomas, 
yet then (thorongh my Saviour's 
adorable Condeſcenſion) 
] was mot faithleſs, but Joh. 20, 27,28. 
believing. He ſo diſco- 
ver'd himſelf to my Soul, that 1 
could not forbear ſaying, My Lord 
and my God. I thought I no more 
doubted that Jeſus was the Meſſzah, 
Him whom God the Father ſealed, 
than if I had been by 
when there came ſuch a 2 Pet. 1. 17, 
Voice to Him from the | 
Excellent Glory; This is my beloved |! 
Son, in whom | am well pleaſed, I 
thought I as firmly believ'd his 
Dy ing upon the Croſs for my Sins, 
as tho' I had been preſent at the 
Awful SpeQacle; as tho'I had ſtood = 
by with the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and the Beloved John 19. 25. 
Diſciple. I ſaw by Faith 2 
his Body broken, and his Blood 
Flow ; what Inward Agonies his 
Coun» 


( 94) 
Countenance expreſsd when he 
cry'd out. My God, my God, why 
baſi thou forſaken me? And with how 
Glorious a Mixture of Majeſty,Love, 
and Sorrow he lock'd, wken having 
| ſaid It is finiſhed, Be 
John 19. 30. bowed his Head and gave 
| p the Ghoſt. 


I was enabled without any Heſi- 
tation, to believe that as He dy'd, 
3 ſo He roſe again, accor- 

Rev. 1.8, ding to the Scriptures, 
That tho' He was dead 

He is alive, and lives forevermore, 
I was almoſt in my own Mind, a 
Witneſs of his Aſcenſion, doubting 
no more of it than if 1 had been 
among the Men of Gali- 

Ads 1. 10, 11. lee, when He was taken 
p, and a Cloud received 


Him out of their Sight. I was as 


firmly perſwaded of his Sitting at 
the Right Hand of God, there plead- 


| Ing the Cauſe, and managing the 
Affairs of his Church; as if my | 
. Ezes 


(95) 
Eyes had ſeen the King in 
bis Glory, and the Land la. 33. 17. 
which is afar off, Yeal 
could, I thought, look for his Se- 
cond Appearance (which is to be 
without Sin unto Salvation) with as 
much Cor.fidence as if I had heard 
the Two Angels fay, | 
Why ſtand ye here gazing Ads 1. 11. 
up into Heaven? this ſame 
Jeſus which is taken up from you into 
Heaven, ſhall come in like manner as 
je have ſeen Him go up into Heaven. 
Yea, bleſſed be God, I was ena- 
bled to believe in this Jeſus as my 
Saviour, I was encouraged to ſay, 
This Body was broken for me. This 
Blood was ſhed for ze. 
| The Sor of God loved me, Gal. 2. 20. 
and gave himſelf for me. 
And tho” I had a deep Senfe of my 
own Unworthineſs, and had mani- 
fold Iniquit ies and mighty Sins to 
Mourn over, yet (praifed be his 
| Name) I was born above my uſual 
Fears and Scruples, and by a Holy 


 Vio+ 


——— — — 
. . 


Mat. x 1. 19. 
John 6. 37. 


Violence, as twere, oblig' d to be- 
lieeve i Hope, tho againſt 


Rom. 4. 18. Hope. I ſaw my ſelf 


vile and baſe as Hell, 


one of the worſt and chief of Sin- 
ners; and yet ] durſt not deſpair, be- 


cauſe Ihad that Word ſet 


E John 1. 7. Home, The Blood of Cap 


. "cleanſes from all Sin, My 
dear Lord ſeem to ſmile and ſay, 
Be of good Cheer, be not 
afraid, it is I. Cone un- 
to me ye that are weary 


and heavy laden; and Him that 


' cometh unto me I will in 


Rev. 22. 17. 10 wiſe caſt out. I hoſo- 


=. ever will let him take the 
Water of Life freely. 


Indeed my unbelieving Heart was 
ready to ſay, How can theſe Things 


be? Can ſuch a Worm be the Ob- 
ject of Everlaſting Love? Can ſuch Þ] 
a vile polluted Wretch pretend Re- 
lat ion to, and Intereſt in the Holy 
Jeſus, and expect Admiſſion into 
is Holy Hill? I was like Jacob 

DM when 


e eee e 


Lord I believe, belp thou mine Da 


darin 
| what aRock of Ice, what 2 Aupick 


0 97.) 
hen he heard a9 6 Ne News of oſeph's 


being alive, and Lord of 


{0 8 E 


Egype, His Kast fainted, Gen, 4: X6. 
for. he believed them not. 


| my 
Lord: Hop 5 me the er He 


of my going to poſſeſs 


the Kin gdom: : And when I was 
helped 19 conſider that nothing is 


too great to be expected from Infi- 


nite Mercy, thro? Infinite Merits, 
Bleſſed be God I could cry out, 


belief. D 

I muſt alſo adore and. bleſs Him, 
that His Love was ſhed ._ 
abroad in my Heart, in 1 Ken. 5. 5. 
Degree beyond what 
could have expected; conſi 


ſenſeleſs Thing this Heart is. I be- 


| eld my Lord's Glory, and could ſcarce 
| forbearcrying out aloud, 


1 This i iy Friend, N Cant. 5. 16 
my 2 0 ye Den 95. 


tert of Fernſalem. 1 thought 1 ſaw 


7 Him 


(098) 
Fm as che Church deſcribes finizn 
the 55 of Cartier rid cath hearfi. 
Iyjoyn In that Kectaniativn, Tra, He 
ET, © tir ray Nov Oh how did [ 


with for nearer 1 Accels to Him, and 
_flearer Views Of Ui! 

* Bea, 5. NM, Jon 2255 Hir fo 
it „fer the Hing 950 


BY 12 "mh Hart poneth” fler "the 
Warer Brom, fo did my Soul Jurt 
ter Tat, 1 conid have been Ten 
*willing to have dyd iu an Extafy 
of Love, that I-might not lra ve loſt 

e Sight 0 of fo Glorious an Object 
303 


Oh how id che Tokens: of Iris 
Expenſive ove Affect my Sotil, and 
fill me with Gratitude! 1 chonght] 
J could have. dy'd a Thottfand | 
Peaths for Him who Toved me ud 
Kade Hias ef for me. And O m! 
never for 22 aſnam d and cn. 
founded Pn then, to fink offh 
he Sins and Miſearriages of my paſt, 
Life. When I ralld to Remem- p 
'brance Tome vt the many Omiff. . 
1 ; !!!... 


8 
ons and Commĩſſions that are upon 


Record! in my Conſcience, How 11 
my Heart ſmite me? Oh though 
Is this thy Kindneſs fo 1hy . 7% ! | 


Dot 7105 thus requite the Lord, O 
| fooliſh Creature, 15 woe ef #4 
theſe ſuitable Returns to ſuch. 9950 
zing Love? For which of his 1 75 
Works has he been thus treated, ſo 
neglected, ſo affronted by thee? 
Is it not High Time for me 10 anate 
out of Sees” to take up. more fir 
and ' ſteady Reſolutions of better 
| Obedience? Sure the Tame paſt fball 
Mee to have acted ſo une thy of 
2 Chriſtian, and of a Man, Yea to 
bre debas d my ſelf be- 
ow the Feafte that perifie 103. "I 
For the Ox knows bis © 
Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib. 
Therefore I offer up my ſolemn 
>IThankſgiving to God, that He has 


d 
a 
. 1 


D 


c by his Spirit and Grace enabled me 
thus to Believe and Love; to Re- 

5 pent and Reſotve. It is He has 
word in ne both to will and do, 


F 2 BE and 


(100) | 
and bis ſhall be the Praiſe. Elſe it 
had been with me as at other Times, 
When to my Shame I muſt own I 
vent to the Table dull, and return d 
ſtupid, I went dejected and return'd 
diſconſolate, when the whole of my 
” Performance was meer Body Ex- 
. #reiſe, which I found profited nothingf. 
-I muſt aſcribe it to his Grace, that | 
it was better with me than uſval 

For let others pretend what they 
© will, for my part I find that 7 nf 
not ſufficient of my ſelf to any thin 
- Spiritually Good. In we, that i 
In ny Fleſh, dwells no good Thing, | 
PW Now, O my. God, accept mz ; 
92 Thankful Acknowledgments. Lelf 
© me keep a Senſe of thy Loveevel}! 
* freſh upon my Soul. And eſpe! 
c help me to walk worthy of m 
"Profeſſion Bf. Frivif 
Hed. 10. . ledges; let me _nevel . 
VV Foot t 
Ts Son of God, nor count. the EloÞP 
"© of the Covenant, wherewith 1 an 


0 "fanTifyd, an Unholy Thing. Ame 
10 * for Jeſus Sake. 


9 


18 E 0 T. . 
4 Wits the Ordiiance has not fat 4 
| 1 


* 


Have been at the Table of wt 
Lord, where He uſes to meet 
f Ind bleſs his People. I went with . 
aiſed Hopes that (tho' infinitely un- 
Forthy) I ſhould have | 
Lmmunion with the Fa- 1 John 1. "2M 
Ver, and bis Son Jeſus © . 
brit ; that I ſhould be Richly en- 
ertained, and return Re joy eng 
Bur alas how ſadly mk 
eEiſappointed! I came to Jer. 14. 3. 
ehe Pit, and found no | 
e 182 I am return'd with my Veſſels 
apty ! Iam bam d and een 5 


Thad repar'd a Song of Praiſe, and 
< etoug t to have clos'd the Feflival 
Mich Hoſanne's to the Son of David; 

aut Wo is me, I am foro d to hang un 
Harp upon the Willows. My Feaſt is 
Ap rnd into Mourning, Amos 8. 10. 


F 3 and 


C 303.2 
rind my Songs into Lamentation, and | 
the End thereof as 4 Bitter Day. My | 
Mind was dark, my Heart hard, my | 
Thoughts copfus d, my Affections 
diforder'd, my Soul and all within 
me utterly out of Frame; I could 
neither believe, nor repent, nor hope, 
not, love, nor do any thing as 1 
oy 0 do. I try'd_ and ſtruggld 
with my ſelf ip vain, I was, as it 
were fetter'd, pinion'd-and becalm'd, | 
and my veryHeartaſlcep. | 
Pat. 38. tw. In the mean Time my 
1, Enemys were lively, the 
Devil buſy, and ihe World impor- | 
tumite ; yea Ten Thonſand 'Frifles | 
amuſing and diſtracting me. 


0 wretched Mai thet I 
Row. J. 240 + * an! | When Ihould have ö 
been beſt I was worfſt! 
121. . When I would do good evil | 
de preſent with mel! I 
even tremble to think what a Gueſt | 
F was at that Hely Table; and can- 
not but wonder that the Maſtct 0 
| tne 


Fuer Ty 

the: Feiſt dul not Bagh: Mii 

| me out and ſay, Friend, Alas. 
Bom camei han anbither? -- Pri 
That He did not ſay to His Sertdente; 
Bind Him Hantl- ad) Foot, and role | 
| Him amy and caſt Hine into outer 

| Darkneſs. Fam amaz'd at the Pa- 
tience of God, that He- could bear 
with: ſuch Trifling, and did not 
awaken my drowſy Soul by ſome. 
terrible judgment: That ſceing the” 
1 Threatzing affected me no more, He 
did not try what the Execution 
would: do, according to that 1 Car. 
11. 30. For this Canſe ming are meat 
and fickly among you, an many ſleep. 

1 FF adore the Divine Patience; and 
will not defpair of Forgivenefs thro” 
the Blood of Jefus. But I cannot 
Forgive my (elf, and am even out of 


1 all Patience when F confider how 


| ſtupid 1 have been, and how unac- 
countably I have manag' d. I ebuld 
I vith — ſevereft Providence had 
I derain'd me, that any rhing but Sin 
had d prevented me from prophaning _ 


K 4. aan V; 
1 1 
4 I go 
r N 
LA 


C1ep ) 


ſuch an Ordinance, contracting fe | 


much Guiit, incurring ſuch Danger, 


and creating my ſelt ſo much Sor- i 
row. But alas tis in vain, and a 


ha ps unla w ful, fo to wilh. 
Come then, O my Soul, inſtend 


* 


of ſpending Time in F ruitleſs La- 


mentat ions, conſider: ſerioufly what 
the prt fent Circumſtance makes this 
Daten Humble thy ſelf . 
fore: God, and entreat hir Favour. © 


See if there be any Ground — | 
fort, and — to improve for fad 
T Diſappo intment. (if 1 to. 

fome g 00d. Farpaſe.)-” 1 | 


God. be merciſul to me 4 FI 
: Kea water, my Iniquity, and 


deſire to take to my ſelf that Shame 


83 1 Which is my Due. 4- + 


Pha 51 4.9 * gatnſt thee,O Lord, have 


I ſinned, and thou muſt 


a be juſtifyd when thou iſ} iſpeakeſt, and 
, be clear when thou judgeſt. There. 
was nothing wanting 


Mat. I on thy Part. All thing $i | 
were ready. 1 | 


Fable 


* 


a a] La — — 


1 


C 


* Table if ET and a Cup flowing- 
[»The Miniſter perform'd his Part, 
a a faithfully and devoutly, and it was _ 


only my own Fault that it was 
not à ſweet' and edifying Ordi- 
nance to me as well as others. It 

was my own Sloth, or Pride, or 
Unbelief, ſomething or other in 
my ſelf, that provoł di thy Spirit 


1* to withdraw, and cans'd thee to 
[deny that Grace without which! 
can do nothing. Ihumbly confeſs, 


* 


and heartily lament my walking 
unſuitably to the Vows I formerly, 
made, and the Favours which, IL: 
have heretofore receiv'd. T have 
at this Table ſworn: and not per- 


* form d, had Peace ſpoken, and yet 
returmd again to Folly; enjoy d 
ſweet Communion with thee, and 


© yet forgotten, neglected, and pro- 
* vok'd thee: Aud therefore E was 
Juſtly puniſhed, in my 


* Bebbvel s: withdrawing . Ban] 3. 85 | 
Himſelf; ſo that when 


* 1 vous Him I could not find Him, 
F 5 © and 


0 fo6: ); we 
' and. when. I catled Him He geve | 
ane us Anſwer : | will therefore af< 
* cribe, Righteouſneſs to my Maker, 1 
* Will-abbor' #: elf, aud napent in 
D. amd Abe, Lord forgive me 
* that. my Preparations: were ſo 
* Hlight., my Self. Examination ſo 
„ faperkicia},, - my . Meditations: ſo 
' looſe, my. Prayers ſo cold, and 
my Pains in the whole fo Lite. K 
Pardon me if I omitted Prepara- 
toty Dutys, ot laid too great a 
© Streſs up on em: If Sloth prevaild 
"wh me to neglect em, or Pride 
Ito truſt in em. Forgive me if 
by Eagernefsin Worldiy Buſineſs, 
-Excetiave — the Fleſts, 
in Meat or Drink,. Sleep, or need- 
leſs Recreations; : by Intemperate 
Paſſion, or [mprudent Ordering 
of. Affairs, L not only provoł d my 
Cod. but actually indiſpos d my 
ſelf for the Hol Joldmnity: | Or 
if] bave been guilty of any Sin 
that I han duly repented of, if? 
tive in the 1 Of any known | 
* Duty, 


- 


( 107 3: 
Duty, or. under the Power of any 
unmortify'd Luſt, Shew ne, I be- 
ſecch thee, whereforethou contendeſt_ 
with me, Humble me deeply, waſn 
me throughly, and pardon me 
| © freely, for Jeſus Sake. Amer. 
1 But, O my Soul, tho” there be 
| fo. great Reafon for Humiliation. 
| and Self-Abaſement, I muſt not be 
| utterly difcoura gd, and. i. reuſe to le 
1 comforted, 
I muſt hope that my Heart has 
been right with. God, _ that 1 


| bare nor WAfallg pfevaricatedt 224 
trifled with ie ; therefore ſeveral 
| Circumſtances may be conſider d, to 
| check my Feats and aitighte wy, 
Sorrow. 
IO not ſerve ir Harl Maſter 3 2 | 
| Kind and Gracious God can make 
| Atowinrces for that Indiſpoſition 
| which may arife from Melancholy, 
or other Bodily Diſorders z from 


extraordinary Afflictions, violem 


|] Temptations; &c, He conſiderr our 


Trae and knows that we are but 
Duſt, 


$ : (168) HY 
Diff, and does not expect the ſame 
from frail Mortals as he does from 
the Angel, in Heaven, and the Spi- 
rits of Juſt Men made per feck. That 
kind Expreſſion of my _ 4 
Lord, The Spirit indeed Mat. 26. 4 
it willing, but the Fleſh ir weak, may 
be us'd to comfort Real Humble 
Chriſttans, tho it be often abus'd 
to harden the ſſothful and preſump- 
tuous Formaliſt. „ 
Let me alſo conſider that I muſt 
not always conelude an Ordinance 
loft, where the Affedliont have not 
been raird, There may be Real 
Communion with God where there 
is not a ſenſible Delight. The Sa- 
crament may be bleſs'd to promote 
Humility, and Real Holineſs, tho? 
I have wanted ſenſible Meltings, and 
deſir d Manifeſtations; yea, it 1s 
very poſſible theſe may be with- 
held on a wiſe Deſign, to carry on 


the Work of God in my Soul, which 


ſeems to require a Variety of D 
penſations; as Wind and Rain, 
= + by Froſt 


(109 
Froſt and Darkneſs, are in their 
proper Courſes equally neceſſary to 
the Earth as Calm and Sun: ſhine. 
Hereby it may be ,God-is teaching 
me to live more by Faith, upon the 
Righteouſneſs and F olneſs of Jeſus , 
to diſtruſt my {elf more, and cen+ 
fure others leſs ; to be more watch: 
ful, humble, charitable and com- 
paſſi onate than ever. I may ſee 
Cauſe to bleſs God hereafter for 
what is ſo grievous now. I ſhall 
never forget that Saying 
of my Lord to Peter, John 13 7 
bat I do thou Lnoweſ? 
not mow, but thou ſhalt Ino. 
| Beſides, I would Weender that 
Jcannot preſen y judge of the Bene: 
fit of an 5 That which 
is ſown im Tears may be reap'd with 
Joy, tho at preſent there be but 
mall Appearance of it. The Spi- 
ritual Medicine may gradually 1994 
my Conſtitution, tho' it don't ope- 
. rate ſenſibly, or prove an immedi- 
{lg a 


How- 


7 110) ; 
However, I have been doing my | 
; N and God may accept my 
Honeſt Intentions, tho''he don't at 
" preſent ſmile upon me and ſay, Nell 
| Ye good and Faithful Servant. 
And after all, it's ſome Comfort 

100 think chat others have x 
more acceptably, and met with 7% 
and Peace in Believing. And Ithank 
Sod for this Sign of Orace, that! 
can rejoyce in other's being better, 
and more favour'd than my ſelf. 
But be Things as bad as a guilty 
Confcience and an accuſing Enemy 
repreſents 'ern? I will bleſs God 
that I have had Grace tobemoan my 
ſelf, lament my Folly, and cry to 
God for Mercy, thro' that Biood 
which ean attone even for the Hein- 
ous Sin of having interpretatively 
| conrted it an Unholy Thing.” 
And now it remains that ITreſolve 


ſeriouſly in a better Strength than 


my own, to manage better for the 
Time to come. And till an Op- 
portunity offers to make a freſh 
_ Effort, 


ormd 


t | 
. 
Effort, let mew:lk humbly under a deep 
| Senfeof my'Sin; fete he more ſtrig and 
circuniſpect in my whole Converſation, 
andiſive every Day under the Aweofthoſe 
F om 7 God hic 0 apor.me. In an Eſ- 
petal manger ler me be cure pg. 18. K 2. 
ol de wy felon ar den een. 
4h. "Thar Sin to which by my Confti- 
Tution. Bulineſs, &. I am wolt enclin'd, 
and with Nich i am moſt frequently der- 
talen. bet me be peculiarly careful to 
perform rheſt Dutys to wich I find a cor- 
rupt Heart moll averſe. This ail be tte 
heſt . way to : retrieve the Loſs 1 have 
ſuſtain d. God forbid that 1 ſhould en- 
courage my ſelf in Future Neg lects by any 
Coniderations whatſoever ; yet T-mult 
believe that He remenibers. Chi iſt in tho 
Sacrament to the belt-Purpoic, Who un- 
_gera'Senſe af what He has there profeſs'd 
and promis d, lives beſt after it: Being 
well aſſur d that a Holy Converſation, 
upon Gel Principles and Mocives, is a 
better Evidence of worthy; Receiving than 
all the Tranſports and Excafys imaginable. 
1 would. not . be fatisfy'd without being 
afffed, but ſurely the principal Thing is 
hy ſo apt e Means to be improv'd and bet- 
ter d, to grbm in Grace, and inthe Know- 
leoge of our Lordeand- Saviour Teſts 2 
e ae 


1 
* 0 . 
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Therefore [ muſt make it my earneſt 
and daily Prayer, that God would bleſs} 
his Ordinance to this great End; or elſe! 
my Labour will be loſt, and my. Expecta- 4 
tions fruſtrate. 1 
And Oh that he would vouchſafe his 
. Bleſſing: accordingly. Grant that I may ; 
never forget the Engagements Lam u 
but upon every Occaſion remember that 
Jam aChriſtian, and have ſoleninly own'd | 
my ſelf to be ſo, before many Witneſſes. 
That this Thought may be a Reſtraint |} 
from Sin, and a "Ebor to. Duty, an Anti- 
dote againſt all the Poyſonous Suggeſtions © 
of the Orang Enemy of Souls; a Preſer- | 
| vative from the Jl! Example 
Epheſ., 2. of thoſe Children of Diſobedi= | 
o ene in whom He rules; anda 
Co dial 5 al the Troubles aud Aft N 
on of this Mortal Life. May1 find ſo great 
Beneßt by thus waiting upon God, that! 
may long for the Return of ſuch Seaſons, ; 
and by Frequent Communion with Saints on 
_ Earth, be ſitted for Better Company in a | 
Better World, when 1 ſhall Iſt. down with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom f 
/ God, yea be with Chriſt where He is, and 
be hold. bi Glory, which. is all my Sager, | 
and all * Deſire. Amen. | 
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